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[The following was written by an aged clergyman, who removed, about five 
and thirty years ago, from Virginia to Kentucky. It is aspecimen of the 
sentiments and views of our fathers. The editor may be misled in his es- 
timation of the merits of the piece by reverence for a much loved, and 
highly venerated relative; but he really thinks that it embodies much 

' valuable advice appropriate to the present time, and worthy of most se- 
rious attention. Some ofthe opinions may indeed appear antiquated; yet 
perhaps it would be difficult to find in any communication of the same 
length, less that can be reasonably objected to, or more that it would be 
wise to treasure up in the memory and reduce to practice. The writer 
had the benefit of nearly a hundred years’ experience, and was known to 
be a diligent and intelligent observer of men and things. ] 


THE REY. DAVID RICE’S LAST ADVICE TO HIS CHILDREN, 
WHETHER HIS BY AFFINITY OR CONSANGUINITY: WRIT 
TEN IN THE SEVENTY FOURTH YEAR OF HIS AGE. 


My Dear Children, 

FOR several years past I have had transient thoughts 
of leaving behind me, when I departed this life, my dying ad- 
vice to you. But neglecting to day what might be done to- 
morrow, I never sat about it, until since the death of your 
mother. This event of providence turned my attention more 
fully to the subject and made me more sensible of the duty. 

My original intention was to have written this paper and 
kept it by me, until my death, and so to have ordered it, that 
you might have received it after my departure. But when I 
consider that I may possibly live some years yet, that you are 
advancing in life, that these and other circumstances render 
the advice proper at present, 1 determine to communicate it 
now. You are to consider it as my living advice to you 
while I live, and my dying advice, when I am dead. 

What I call the days of my life are past; what remains is 
only the twilight. In the cool evening of age, after having 
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| ved seventy three years, and in the solemn posture of a dy. 
ing father, in which I endeavour to realize myself, I address 
y ou. 

Tho’ I cannot bespeak your mother’s concurrence with me 
now she is my help-mate no Jonger, [ know she would most 
heartily have granted it. For your salvation and eternal hap- 
piness she was earnestly engaged in pleading with God, and 
that often when you thought or cared but little about it. Your 
best interest lay near her heart. I have reason to believe that 
she spent many hours in this way, when you and the rest of 
the family were asleep. ‘Thus she ended the fatigues and la- 
bours of the day, which she underwent for your temporal sup= 
port. 

Though IT only can speak to you now, you are to suppose 
that you hear us both; hear us, as dying parents speaking 
to dying children. 

My dear children, frequently recollect and seriously rea- 
lize that we must all appear at the dread tribunal of Jesus 
Christ; and that then you must give an account to him of the 
use, the i improvement you have made of all the religious ad- 
vantages and privileges you have enjoyed; and particularly 
those you have enjoy ed i in the family in which you have been 
educated. We had no reason to boast of our skill, diligence, or 
faithfulness. Lam sure I have not. A consciousness of my 
deficiencies is one excitement to the present attempt. Yet 
remember your advantages were much greater than children 
generally enjoy, even in a christian land; and that a propor- 
tionable improvement in knowledge and piety is reasonably 
required, 

'l'o assist you in this improvement, and excite you to the 
duty is the principal object of this address, which I seriously 
make you, as from the verge of eternity. Hear that your 
souls may live. 

In order to keep my ideas distinct, itis convenient to speak 
in order, on the doctrines of christianity—on christian morals, 
or practice—on your conduct as members of civil society. 

I. On the doctrines of christianity. 

Steadiness in our conduct is necessary in all we do, in order 
to acting with dignity and success. This dignity of conduct, 
and success in our religious endeavours is not likely to be ob- 
tained, unless we are well established in our principles and 
rules of our conduct. Therefore, 

i. Endeavour without delay, if you have not already done 
it, to be fixed and well established in your religious sentiments 
respecting the fundamental doctrines of religion, the govern- 
ment of the christian church, and the scriptural modes of 
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worship; and carefully guard against a fickle wavering disposi- 
tion or practice. Indulge not a fondness for religious novel- 
ties: generally speaking they are nothing better than sedu- 
cingerrors. Having carefully informed your judgments, strict- 
ly act according to them. At the same time extend your char- 
ity to others as far as reason and scripture will warrant you, 
treating christians of every denomination as brethren. 

if | knew of any system of religion better than the one in 
which you have been educated, with all my heart I would ad- 
vise you toembrace it: but Ido not. - If you would make pro- 
gress in religion, which with all earnestness and diligence 
you ought to endeavour, do it by more fully understanding 
the old system, and more carefully reducing it to practice; 
and not by hunting after new ways to heaven. 

‘This attention to steadiness in principle anc practice, is very 
necessary in the present day; because this is a generation of 
great theoretical vanity and itch for novelties; by which the 
interests of religion and morality are greatly injured. 

2. Chiefly study those doctrines which have a practical ten- 
dency or influence; which are calculated to produce holiness 
of heart or life. Matters of mere speculation, which do not 
immediately or remotely tend to holy practice, are not only 
useless; but often very hurtful. If they engage much of our 
attention, they foster the natural pride of our hearts, and pro- 
duce uncharitableness towards our fellow men, whom we think 
inferior to us in knowledge of these things, or who differ from 
us in sentiment. 

The doctrines IT mean are those of the existence and perfec- 
tions of God—His providential government of the natural and 
moral world—The infinite obligations we are under to him as 
our maker and benefactor—The great demerit of sin—The 
superlative love and condescension of God in providing a Di- 
vine Redeemer—Of the influence of the holy Spirit in a work 
of regeneration, sanctification, direction and consolation, ren- 
dered necessary by the depravity, blindness, weakness, and 
many sorrows of human nature—Justification by free grace 
thro’ the redemption that is in Christ Jesus—The resurrec- 
tion of those bodies which are, or ought to be temples of the 
Holy Ghost—The judgment of the world by Jesus Christ, who 
will give to every man according to his works—A future state 
of rewards and punishments, where the wicked shall go into 
everlasting punishment, and the righteous into life eternal. I 
say, let these and such other important doctrines as are con- 
nected with them, be your chief study; bind them to your hearts, 
teel their force, and habitually act under their influence, 
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3. Guard against all those doctrines which minister to hu- 
man pride, either by lessening, in your estimation, human de. 
pravity and the evil and demerits ot sin, or by undervaluing 
the character, offices and merits of Christ, and the grace of 
the gospel: such as that human depravity is a misfortune the 
posterity of Adam lie under in consequence of his original 
apostacy, and so our moral inability to do good, thence deri- 
ved, is not blame worthy or deserving of punishment—That 
the atoning blood of Christ was not shed to satisfy the de- 
mands of law and justice against sinners—That we are justi- 
fied in the sight of God by : a righteousness wrought in us by 
our believing the truth. 

Treat all your fellow creatures with kindness and with the 
respect due to their several characters; but have no religious 
communion with those nominal christians, whose principles 
sap the foundation of the christian religion, lest you thereby 
countenance their errors, and partake of their guilt and pan- 
ishment. 

With regard to those points in religion in which humble 
pious christians differ from you in principle or practice, make 
yourselves so far acquainted with them as to be able to give 
a reason suflicient to justify your choice. However dwell not 
on these points: delight not, nor pride yourselves, in disput- 
ing with your dissenting brethren: it sours the temper and 
dries up the fountain of benevolence i in the heart. Men may 
differ widely as to the mode of worship, and yet be accepta- 
ble worshippers of God through Christ. 

Though these points are not the essential doctrines or du- 
ties of religion, and the principal thing God requires is the 
heart, nevertheless endeavour in lesser matters to be fully sa- 
tisfied in your own minds, and conscientiously act according 
to your own judgments. Never treat any thing revealed in 
the word of God, as an indifferent or trifling matter. So 
doing might lead to a habit of trifling with things sacred, and 
will be offensive to your brethren, and i injurious to the cause 
of truth. 

Though I warn you against religious controversy; yet if 
you have a talent for it, proper information, and providence 
call you to the work, be ready to defend the sacred scriptures, 
and the great doctrines they contain; but do it not thro’ pride, 
nor for the honour of a victory; but with humility, meekness 
and love. At any rate never engage an cnemy, until you are 
acquainted with the ground you occupy, your own force, and 
the forces of your antagonist. 

Let alone the sceptics of the present day, improperly cal- 
led deists. ‘They have no digested system: what they chiefly 











ADVICE TO CHILDREN. 249 


excel in is the art of puzzling. Argument is not what they 
want, it will have no force upon their minds; and will proba- 
bly be answered by a quibble, a jest or a sneer: only pity them, 
pray for them, and set them a good example. 

1 would not advise you to read much of the sceptical wri- 
tings of the present and last age: but if any of them should 
fall into your hands, never imagine that any thing they say 
is true, because it appears plausible or is new to you: by it 
never let your minds be warped aside from the truth, or 
brought into a doubtful state, until you procure the proper an- 
tidote to the poison, which upon enquiry you will find some 
able hand has provided. E. G. Never let Paine stagger your 
faith until you have read Watson. 

IL. On christian morals, or practice. 

I am not about to lay before you a code of moral precepts. 
These you have in the sacred scriptures. But as they are not 
drawn up in order, and particularly named and numbered, 
you will do. well to make use of these helps with which the 
church is plentifully furnished. I only mean to give you a 
few cautions, and some serious advice. 

1. Do not acquiesce in, or becontented with, those low at- 
tainments in religion, which are common among professors; 
such as you have seen in me and others. The standard of 
christian morals is sunk very low in the minds of christians, 
or they have very inadequate notions of the strictness thereof. 
Consider the great strictness in these as laid down in the sa- 
cred scriptures; that the commandments of God are exceed- 
ing broad; that without holiness no man shall see the Lord; 
and go on from one degree of strength to another, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God. 

Three things you know are necessary in order to our ac- 
tions being spiritually good. ‘The principle must be love to 
God and man: the motives, God’s glory and man’s good: the 
rule, God’s laws contained in the sacred scriptures. 

The great predominant principle of action must be, a sacred 
regard to God—A holy reverence of his divine majesty—A 
high esteem of his supreme excellency—Gratitude for his many 
mercies, special and common—Faith in Christ as an atoning 
high priest, a powerful intercessor, and as the head of influen- 
ces. Without this sacred regard to God, none of our actions 
can properly be denominated religious actions: but this prin- 
ciple, when it is predominant, converts all the common actions 
of life into religion, or, which is the same thing, into acts of 
obedience to God. 

Love to man for Christ’s sake, is a necessary and noble 
principle of action. It will always produce justice, and lead 
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to acts of charity. It will happily guard against all those 
mean dishonest artifices, by which men are continually abus- 
ing each other. Persons acting under it’s influence, will not 
only be impelled by conscience to succour and relieve their 
feilow creatures in distress; but, in so doing, will find much 
happiness of the purest kind. 

Carefully observe the operations of your own minds, and 
attentively consider your inward principles of action. With- 
out this, you will be in much danger of substituting a regard 
to reputation, in the room of love te God andman. Then you 
will make a fatal mistake: you will live to yourselves under 
the notion of living to your maker and fellow creatures; you 
will worship self, the meanest idol, instead of the God of hea- 
ven. 

2. What I chiefly aim at is to mention several things, with 
regard to which professors of christianity too generally fail al- 
together, or come very far short of their duty; and warn you 
against these deficiences. ‘Vo these things 1 would call your 
particular and serious attention. 

(1.) Never separate faith and good works. which God has 
joined together. This is a practical error very prevalent in 
the christian world. Many who professedly embrace the doc- 
trine of salvation by grace thro’ faith, talk much of free grace 
and religious experiences; but are not careful to maintain 
good works. On the other haud, many depend chiefly on 
their moral lives, tho’ they have little to boast of, and think 
faith a matter of small importance. This amounts to the same 
thing as separating between action and the principle of action: 
between seeing and the eyes, hearing and the ears, walking 
and the feet. 

The inward genuine exercises of grace and a holy practice 
ought and always will go together. True christian experien- 
ces always will produce a life of obedience. he grace of 
God which bringeth salvation will teach men to deny ungod- 
liness and worldly lust, &c. 

2.) Take care you do not make the pratices of men, no 
not the practices of good men, the rule of your conduct. So 
many imperfections attend the best of men in this very im- 
perfect state, that if you follow them, you will be continually 
in danger of being led astray, in some instances of your con- 
duct. Pehaps it is common for those, who profess to have 
made the greatest advances in religion, to live in the habitual 
neglect of some important duties, or to be evidently deficient 
in some important branches of the christian temper, Never 
comfort yourselves with the sinful failings or infirmities of 
persons esteemed eminently pious, and imagine yourselves 
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pretty good christians tho’ guilty of the same failings, or 
others as bad; or even tho’ you fall short of them in some 
things. Use such helps as you are favoured with, follow others 
as far as they follow Christ. Let their progress in religion 
stir up in you a holy emulation: but remember that they are 
imperfect creatures, and go to the fountain of truth; learn the 
christian character and rules of conduct, from the word of 
God; and endeavour to live up to their directions, forgetting 

the things that are behind, and pressing forward to those that 
lie before you. How often do men prove themselves unwise 
by comparing themselves among themselves! 

(S.) If you love your own souls; if you regard the interest, 
credit and happiness of your families; if you regard the health 
of your bodies, or the exercise of your reason; if you set any 
store by peace of conscience, or the hopes of heaven, avoid 
the common, criminal, detestable practice of drinking ardent 
spirits. Drinking, not for the health, for to that it seldom con- 
duces; but thro’ pride, to conform to custom, or to gratify 
your appetites. 

By criminal indulgence in this vice, indulgence of an arti- 
ficial appetite foolishly created, thousands of christians have 
crucified to themselves the Son of God afresh, and millions 
of men have been guilty of suicide. Not many mad men in 
Bedlam produce more notorious proofs of insanity, than are 
furnished by the votaries of this abominable practice—insan- 
ity which is voluntary; and therefore exceedingly criminal. 

(4.) Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy: not only 
refrain from common manual labour, but also from vain 
worldly conversation on that day. 

Your temptations. to the sin of Sabbath breaking will be 
numerous, frequent and strong. A disregard to the Sabbath 
is not only common with abandoned profligates, but also with 
persons of decent characters, and many who make great pre- 
tensions to religion ,and are esteemed pious persons. The ex- 
ample of all these, and especially the last mentioned, will pro- 
duce a strong temptation, to stem which, will require great 
vigilance and vigorous exertion. This influence of example, 
I have often felt and found cause to lament. If you conscien- 
tiously resist this torrent, you will be reproached as hypocrites, 
and stigmatized as Sabbath day christians, which will add 
great force to your temptations. 

But temptations, perhaps stronger than these, may come 
from another quarter. Men with whom you have had some 
dealings, who may have business with you, and whom you are 
unwilling to disoblige, may take you aside from the view and 
hearing of others, and introduce this business: it may be 
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agreeable to your own interest and inclination to converse upon 
it. In this case you are strongly tempted to make the autho- 
ity of God in his law give place to complaisance, inclination 
and interest; and try to reconcile your consciences to dispen- 
sing with the divine law. Or when you meet at the house of 
God for religious worship, you may see some person from a 
distance, with whom you have business of considerable impor-, 
tance, by speaking a few words with whom, you may save 
yourselves or him a good deal of trouble, or expence, or per- 
haps both. You may feel a strong inclination to do this; and 
persuade yourselves that it is a work of necessity; and so 
comply with the temptation. ‘This may be repeatedly the case 
until you turn the place of worship into a market place, and 
the house of God into aden of thieves. Carefully distinguish 
between necessity and convenience; and call nothing a work 
of necessity, but what the word of God makes so. 

When you are attacked by any of these temptations, resist 
them firmly and perseveringly; but remember your safest me- 
thod will be to keep out of the way. In order to this, spend a 
proper proportion of the time in secret meditation, prayer 
and praise, a suitable portion in family worship and instruc- 
tion. When you attend a place of publick worship, avoid 
promiscuous little companies, who spend their time in world- 
ly chat. Either enter info conversation with some pious 
friend on subjects suitable to the day, retire by yourselves, or 
go straight into the house of worship, and spend the time be- 
fore service begins in serious meditations or devout ejacula- 
tions. If there are more services than one, observe the same 
method in the interval. After worship tarry not in the crowd, 
but go straight home, making tie exercises of the day the sub- 
ject of your meditations. 

A christian may find agreeable employment sufficient on 
the whole of a Sabbath, even when deprived of an opportuni- 
ty of attending public worship, reading the holy scriptures 
and other pious practical writings; meditating thereon; se- 
cret and family prayer and praise; instructing children and 
servants, contemplating on the works of creation, providence 
and redemption; examining into the state of his own soul; 
trying his conduct by the word of God; visiting the sick and 
afi licte d, when there is occasion; affording such help and con- 
solation, as circumstances may allow. 'These exercises and 
employments, which are the proper work of a Sabbath, are, 
I say, abundantly sufficient for the whole day, and are cer- 

tainly agreeable to the character of a christian, and calculated 
for his edification and comfort. How unhappy must be the 
state of our minds, if silent Sabbaths are a weariness to us, 
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and we under a kind of necessity to fly to worldly conversa- 
tion, trifling amusements or neighbourly Visits, to wear away 
the tedious moments, or support us under their weight! How 
shocking to hear christians arguing against a strictly reli- 
ious observation of the Sabbath! Surely it ought to be the 
delight of their souls, and the institution excite their ardent 
gratitude and praise. Ifa Sabbath of twenty four hours is a 
weariness to us, how shall we bear an eternal Sabbath! 

(5.) Neglect not family religion, and especially the frequent 
religious instruction of children and servants (if you have 
any) inthe principles of the christian religion: this is a prin- 
cipal end of the institution of marriage, and one of the most 
important duties of your life. On the faithful and proper per- 
formance of it, depend your own peace of conscience and the 
interests of civil and religious society. 

The neglect of this important duty is perhaps more common 
inour day andcountry, than it ever was at any time orin any part 
of the christian world before; which is a consideration truly 
alarming; it threatens much damage to the interests of socie- 
ty. Tho’ there is scarce any duty more plainly enjoined in 
scripture, there are but few more entirely neglected by many 
christian parents. Parents, especially if they are aiming a 
little at genteel life, are taking considerable pains to give their 
children a polite education, they are careful to furnish them 
with decent apparel, food for the nourishment of their bodies, 
and to restore them to heaith when sick: but how little pains 
do they take with them as immortal beings, as candidates for 
eternal bliss! ‘Their precious souls are neglected, religious in- 
struction is withheld, no proper pains are taken to imbue 
their minds with piety and true moral virtue. 

Let your children, like Timothy, know the holy scriptures 
from their early days. Do not fallin with the modern notion 
that children should not read the scriptures, until they come to 
years of maturity; for ifthey do not read them until then, they 
will probably never read them with much attention. ‘They 
will get their taste so vitiated, and such a relish for produc- 
tions more agreeable to depraved nature, that they will have 
but little appetite for the serious instructions of the bible. 

Never consent that your child, and especially your daugh- 
ter, marry an enemy to the christian religion for the sake of 
family, fortune, or polite education. If you do, you virtual- 
ly consent that your grand children should be drawn off from 
the religion of Jesus, and brought up in heathenism: yea 
worse than heathenism; for infidelity in a christian land is a 
greater evil than what prevailed among the ancient Heathen, 
and sets men further fromthe kingdom of heaven. Ifyou can do 
Hou 





a 


os 


' if 
"> 


=* 8 Pd 
<S 
. oe 
y 


=> med . 
- 


a 












Viale 
aie 254 ADVICE 'TO CHILDREN. 
ae .. 

ae this you are no warm friend to the cause of Christ, or the 
ri tru interest of posterity. You know who it was that sold 
te his Lord for thirty pieces of silver. How many chris- 
Singh tian parents have, in this way, condemned their offspring to 
Hi Heathen darkness, for the sake of what they call an advanta- 






Bc | geous match for adaughter. Rather pick up the poorest young 
ats oe man you can find in your country, who has common sense, 
good morals, and sound religious principles; and prefer hin 
to the most sensible wealthy ‘and genteel infidel in the land. 
i I do not advise you to use violence with your children, with 
i regard to their marriage; I have seldom observed this to end 
zt we “Il; but warn them faithfully of the evil, of the stn and dan- 
WS ger of such connexions. if they will persist in spite of eve- 
, ry tender and rational method, clear your skirts of the guilt, 
Never iet it be said, never let your conscience say, that you 
ne consented to your children’s ruin. 

ia (6.) L w ould say a few things relative to your particular 
calling and secular interest, and your conduct with respect te 
Te ida, 

| i’very thing in this world, is so fluctuating, that success in 
your worldly business is, and ever will be uncertain. You 
may err in your plans, or those which are best laid, may be 
frustrated by the hand of providence. ‘That God who governs 
the affairs of men may see it best to disappoint you, knowing 
that mediocrity, or even poverty, is better for you than wealth. 
! Endeavour to have your minds prepared for such events. In 
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order to this, never overrate the things of time. Be humble 
before your Maker: remember that every blessing is forfeited 
and may justly be denied you, bread and water to nourish your 
bodies, and even the meanest clothes to cover you. Never 
(3) think a fine coat ora fine habit essential to your happiness; or 
Fi that you must be miserable, if you cannot live in an elegant 
a style. Having food and raiment, learn therewith to be content. 
aI Overrating the things of this life and placing much happi- 
ness in things sof lnttle compar: itive importance, is the source of 
much misery. View things in the light of eternity, and make 
it your business to lay up treasure in heaven, and you never 
can be poor: seck that honour that cometh from God, and you. 
"3 never Will be mean and disgraceful: be clothed in the garments 
of salvation, and you will not be meanly dressed: feed on the 
bread of life, and you will never starve: be and conduct like 
the children of God, and you may humbly rejoice in the most 
noble parentage. 
ei It is my desire, and for which 1 endeavour to pray to God, 
' that you may have a competency of the good things of this 
ae live: but should L see you growing up very rich, and laying 
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up large estates for your children, I do not know that it would 
give me the least satisfaction. [should view you and them, as 

etting into a situation more unfriendly to piety and virtue, 
and even the happiness of this life. In a country, more money 
than is necessary for a circulating medium is hurtful; and se 
more riches than is necessary to answer the demands of na- 
ture and society, to furnish the means of support and comfort, 
is an injury to the possessor; and when it becomes common, 
a national disadvantage. 

I have often wondered that christian parents should be 
desirous of leaving large estates to their children, when they 
must know, if ever they think on the subject, that it common- 
ly proves a real disadvantage to them. How hardly shall 
they who have riches enter into the kingdom of heaven! 

If your worldly circumstances should be urgent, and busi- 
ness Call for much of your time and thoughts, do not count 
this a sufficient excuse for neglecting religions duties in your 
closets or families; but be so much the more engaged to con- 
secvate a suitable portion of your time to reading, meditation 
and prayer. By these means endeavour to keep your hearts 
with all diligence. Perhaps you would find it most convenient 
and adviseable to go to rest in good time, rise early, and de- 
vote a suitable portion of the morning to religious exercises; 
and, by these means, prepare your minds for entering on the 
business of the day in the fear of God, and pursuing it with 
integrity and diligence. Never think the business of your 
particular calling an excuse for neglecting, or hurrying over 
the business of your general calling, or forgetting your God, 
your Saviour, your immortal souls. 

Do not divide your time between God and the world; but 
believe and realize that you are wholly the Lord’s. Pursue 
the common business of life and discharge the several duties 
thereof, because they are duties you owe to God,-yourselves or 
your fellow creatures: do it in obedience to God, with a view 
to his glory, and agreable to the directions of his word. Thus 
you may serve your God and walk with him all the day long. 
This is the way to turn every thing into gold. | 

If you have a multiplicity of business, endeavour to arrange 
it properly and keep it in as regular order as you can, and 
thus avoid intricacies and perplexities. ‘These will not only 
hinder the success of your business; but what is much worse, 
will draw your thoughts and affections away from God and 
your duty, and indispose your minds for the one thing need- 
ful. 

Carefully guard egainst contracting large debts, which you 
will find it very difficult te discharge; of disappointing your 
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creditors, and feigning a number of excuses for failure of pay- 
ment. This, however common the practice, is real injustice; 
as truly so as cheating or stealing: and may expose you to 
vices, you may now think yourselves incapable of committing. 
We cannot sincerely pray not to be led into temptations, when 
we are voluntarily running into them. Rather be contented 
with moderate incomes, and learn to steer near the shore, than 
expose yourselves to such temptations. When a man makes 
these bold ventures, there are commonly two vicious disposi- 
tions secretly lurking in his heart; immoderate self love, or 
desire of gain, and a disregard to justice. 

Do not indulge a speculating disposition, and be watching 
for opportunities to take adv antage of the necessities or igno- 
rance of your fellow creatures, in order to get ther property 
or money without a reasonable compensation. Never take an 
unrighteous advantage of another, even when the Jaw will sup- 
port you in it; for there is imperfection in all human laws 
and human courts. Always remember there is a court above, 
in which all these causes will have another hearing, where 
every error will be rectified, and righteous judgment given 
and executed, 

The vice Lam now warning you against, I am afraid ‘is 
very Common, even among those who are called christians; 
but this does not excuse it, and ought not to reconcile our con- 
sciences to it. Dishonesty is not the less so, because it is 
common, nor because it is practised by men esteemed reputa- 
ble. ‘These circumstances however may lessen our view of 
the evil of it, cause it to sit lighter upon our consciences, give 
force to temptations, and thus tncrease the danger of your be- 
coming guilty: itought therefore to put you upon your guard 
and engage you more firmly to act uprightly. 

if providence should smile on your labour and prosper the 
work of your hands, so that you should increase in wealth, 
do not so ascribe it to your own wisdom and diligence, as to 
think your wealth your own in such a sense as to authorize 
you to lay it out as you please. Remember that it is the gift 
of God, or the loan of his providence; that you are accountable 
to him for the use you make of it. 

God allows you what is sufficient for your own and family’s 
support; but he does not bestow wealth that you may waste 
it in vanity and folly. He gives riches for no such trifling 
purposes; but that you may do good to your fellow creatures, 
and advance his glory in the world; and thus lay up treasures 
in heaven. If 1 may be allowed so to speak, I am afraid the 
christians of our day and country, will be very poor when they 
get to heaven: they will find but very little treasure laid up 
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there. Lhe poor widow with her two mites, will have a bet- 
ter fortune than many of our christian ladies, who are now 
covered with silks. Many men, who have nothing to give to 
others but the assistance of their hands, will have better es- 
tates than gentlemen, who spend their substance in what they 
call supporting their rank and station, adorning their fami- 
lies with superfluous ornaments, keeping a sumptuous table, 
and entertaining their wealthy friends with sumptuous fare, 
with wines and ardent spirits. See Matt. xxv, 33. 

Endeavour to quench an ardent thirst for following the 
many expensive, capricious, foolish fashions of a gay and 
thoughtless multitude. By gratifying this thirst many chris- 
tians, and christian ministers too, greatly dishonour and in- 
jure the cause of Christ, and grieve the hearts of their chris- 
tian brethren 

I do not mean to recommend an affectation of singularity 
or rusticity; but that plain simplicity, which is most decent in 
itself, most consistent with the dignity of human nature, and 
will be most approved by every sensible person. I do not re- 
collect ever to have been acquainted with any person, male or 
female, who was the more esteemed for being very fine or very 
fashionable by the judicious and virtuous of either sex. 

Duly consider the great evil of complying with others in 
follies and levities of conversation and behaviour, contrary to 
your own reason and the secret whispers of conscience; for 
this has a direct tendency to harden your hearts and sear 
your consciences. Sin, though comparatively small, commit- 
ted against the present remonstrances of conscience, is extreme- 
ly aggravated, and has a pernicious influence on the heart. 

5. Always realize it to be your duty to treat all your 
fellow creatures with civility, justice, kindness and respect; 
but when you find a christian, who behaves agreeable to his 
profession, who is modest, meek, temperate and just, treat 
him with particular kindness and respect; and that, however 
poor he may be, of however little estimation in the world, or 
of whatever denomination: even if a slave, think him not be- 
neath your notice. ‘An honest man’s the noblest work of 
God:” therefore show more respect to such however, poor or 
despised, than- to rakes, the profane, or dishonest, tho’ the 
latter should abound in wealth, be caressed by their acquain- 
tance, or exalted in their stations. 

4. I close this head of advice by affectionately exhorting 
you to the important duty ofself examination. In this, be fre- 
quent, solemn and impartial. Know yourselves,’and under- 
stand the rule of your conduct. Get right ideas of the chris- 
tian temper and practice, according to the word of God. Con- 
sider our strong natural proneness to self deception, and the 
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direful consequences of mistaking our true state and charac, 
ter. When ever you find things amiss, never rest until you 
get them rectified. Do not sink into despondency, and give 
up the work as desperate. When you inquire what is truth 
on this point, go not away without an answer.. Be more en- 
zaged to settle accounts between God and your souls, than to 
settle your books of trade and commerce. When your debts 
are great, and you have nothing to pay, never rest until they 
are all blotted out by the Klood of Jesus. Should you find 
your religious profession and conduct inconsistent, never give 
up with that which is rigiit in order to be consistent, but rec- 
tify what is amiss. Neglect not religious ordinances, because 
your temper and practice disagree with them; but reform 
your temper and practice. A contrary conduct would appear 
like a fixed determination to renounce religion, and become 
consistently wicked. Deceive not yourselves with the notion, 
that to lay aside religious duties and ordinances is necessary 
in order to honesty. li must be avery unhappy kind of hones- 
ty to be sincerely engaged to forsake God, and live to the 
world and the flesh. At the same time guard against formal- 
ity in your devotions, and particularly in your attendance on 
sealing ordinances. Never be contented without the graces 
of the Spirit, suitable to the occasion, in actual exercise. 

You may think it strange that under this and the former 
head, I mention so many things which are so common and fa- 
miliar to you. It is because T esteem them much more im- 
portant, than things uncommon and curious. 

{1i. On your conduct as members of civil society. 

[have never made politicks much my study, and for many 
years have studiously avoided meddling with the subject; and 
therefore on this point I shall say but little. 

Ever since the establishment of American independence, 
and even for some time before, I have very much doubted 
whether we had political virtue sufficient to support our hap- 
py; free, republican government. Our relation to Europe, and 
intercourse with nations far advanced in the vices usually 
produced by opulence, had begun to contaminate our morals, 
and destroy that honesty and simplicity of manners, which 
are necessary in free states, especially in their infancy. I am 
now pretty thor oughly convinced that we have not a sufficien- 
cy of virtue. I expect that you, orat least your children, will 
live to see a miserable reverse of affairs. 

This persuasion does not arise from want of wisdom or 
faithfulness in the present officers of the general or particular 
governments, which have come to my knowledge, or which I 
have reason to suspect; but from oar not having that degree 
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of virtue in the mass of the people, which is necessary and 
sufficient for the preservation and support of our independence 
and happiness. | think if morally impossible that we should 
long continue free and happy; without a reformation in our 
priuciples and manners; and know of nothing that can pro- 
duce this reformation but religion; religion influence the 
inind, and give it a happy direction. 

Perhaps the first attempt to govern a nation without reli-. 
gion was made in France: and, judging by the event, we have 
no reason to admire the pian. 

If I understand the signs ofthe times, we are ripening fast 
for political ruin. In our state, the lowest and meanest kind 
of bribery has destroyed the political virtue of the people: 
they have lost all sense of the importance of the right of suff- 
rage. As the body of the people is, so is or will be, the re- 
presentative body. ‘These things 1 mention as an introduc- 
- to a few words of advice. 

. Always treat the officers of the government under which 
you y*- with respect. Never credit any report raised against 
them, without the fullest evidence of their guilt: especially the 
newspaper squibs of candidates for places. Their puffing 
and swelling, treat with the contempt due to the frog in the 
fable. 

Endeavour to live peaceable lives, and be as useful as you 
can in private stations. In order to this, speak evil of no man 
or woman in private or publick stations, except when duty 
calls you to it. By proper government in this respect, much 
will be prevented. You should especially refrain from this 
vice, When you think yourselves injured, or are in a passion. 

2. Meddle but little in political matters, unless you havea 
better opportunity for usefulness than seems now to present it- 
self. Should any of you have a calj to act in a publick capa- 
city, be moderate in your thinking, speaking and acting in 
state affairs. Never be a fire-hot republican, nor a fire-hot 
(ederalist. As truth ordinarily lies between two extremes, 
there you are to seek it. 

3. Even if you have talents, and a door should open for 
your executing any civil office, IL cannot recommend it; be- 
cause aman Cannot act agreeable to the tenor of his oath, with- 
out rendering himself the butt of envy or malice. A justice 
of the peace, for instance, is bound to be guilty of perjury on 
the penalty of incurring the displeasure of his fellow citizens, 
and exposing himself to their malicious efforts to destroy his 
reputation and influence. 1 am very much mistaken if many 
of our justices are not extremely ignorant of their duty, or 
guilty of unfaithfuiness. 
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The horrid impiety and profanity of modern armies should 
incline every good man to avoid them, as far as he can consis- 
tent with his duty to his country. It is to be feared they are 
Seminaries of vice and infidelity. Tho’ it is true a militar 
office is esteemed very honourable; the art of killing, and a 
commission to exercise it, highly raises a man’s reputation; 
yet, in truth, the commanders of armies are very commonly 
nothing better than the servile tools of avarice and ambition, 
The high encomiums passed on great generals by historians 
and poets, have a vastand unhapy influence in corrupting the 
minds and morals of mankind, and especially of youth who 
read such compositions with much avidity. ‘To learn in ear- 
ly life to admire bad characters is a very unhappy thing. 

4. Should you be competently qualified for it, and have a 
probable prospect of success in an attempt to represent a por- 
tion of the people in the legislature, never make the attempt, 
unless you can do it without descending to those truly vicious 
and mean arts, which are too commonly practised in this state, 
and perhaps some others: I mean those of defaming your ri- 

vals, boasting of your own intentions or abilities, soliciting 
of votes, or interest, or meanly bribing the peaple by spirit- 
ous liquors. ‘These practices are very pernicious, and mean 
to the lowest degree. It would be a disgrace to you, or any 
man, to carry an election by such arts as those. <A house of 
representatives, elected by such means are a disgrace to the 
country they represent. Such may imagine they have the 
honour of representing their county, and think they are serv- 
ing their country; but they are greatly mistaken. The truth 
is they are not serving, but corrupting and ruining the people. 
The means they use to obtain their election do more injury, by 
corrupting the morals and political principles of men, than all 
their services in the legislature do good. 

If you have talents for usefulness and influence in the state, 
er county, or neighbourhood where you live, consider them as 
sacred to the service of piety and virtue. If you do or shall 
possess wealth, and this should give you influence, consider it 
as a talent committed to you to improve to the honour of God 
and the good of your fellow men; and not as the means ol 
raising you to the pinnacle of earthly honour. For these pur- 
poses you were created, and all your possessions should be 
devoted. In this way you should be rich in good works, rich 
towards God, and lay up treasure in heaven. This you are 
to consider as the one thing needful, and make the principal 
object of your serious attention and earnest pursuit. 

The third head of advice concerns chiefly the males: women 
have but little to do with politicks. Their sphere of action is 
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mere limited; but yet very inaportant. A woman at home, 
diligently and prudently discharging the duties of her station, 
promoting industry and economy, training up children in pie- 
ty and virtue, serves her country better, and merits more es- 
teem than a blustering politician. ‘Therefore 

My dear daugliters, let me affectionately advise you to con- 
sider the importance of your station, and make yourselves 
well acquainted with it’s duties, what they are and how to be 
performed. Here you will find sufficient scope for all the 
abilities you possess, 

Labour to cure yourselves and your children of those little 
vanities, as they are called, which are natural to the human 
race in it’s present degenerate state; and perhaps more so in 
your sex than the other. ‘This vanity is a regard to decency 
and a desire of pleasing, degenerated into a vice. The prin- 
eiple must not be eradicated; but it is to be reformed and 
rightly directed. 

For want of proper care in parents, and particularly in 
mothers, the lives of many young women, especially the daugh- 
ters of parents in affluent circumstances, are a constant rota- 
tion of vanity and folly, which unfits them more and more for 
every important duty of this life, and indisposes them for all 
the serious and more important business ofthe life to come. If 
they are good humoured and do not suffer themselves to be 
ruined by some vile rake, they are called innocent good sort 
of girls: but in reality they spend their time and waste their 
lives, in a very criminal way: they are daily contracting great 
guilt. This will appear to be an undoubted fact, if we only 
allow, that they are bound to remember their creator in the 
days of their youth, to love the Lord their God with all their 
hearts, and seek salvation as the principal business of their 
lives. Isay, a constant rotation; for when they return from 
one circle of folly, their chief business at home is to prepare 
for another. It is your business to point out to them the evil 
and danger of such a course of life, and impress their minds 
with some of the most important ends, for which they were 
designed; to train them up for what is more worthy ofa 
rational creature and candidate for eternity, teaching them the 
worth of their precious souls and importance of redeeming 
grace. 

Begin with your sons in time, before their natural pride 
and obstinacy gain strength, and they imagine themselves 
above the instructions and reproofs of a mother. Endeavour 
to instil into their minds a reverence for the Deity, and love 
to his ways. Remember that though you shouldbe unsucces- 
‘ul at present, the principles you may now inculcate may be 
[It 





































i te 7 > 
a ee eet ems) oe ae 









































262 ADVICE TO CHILDREN. 


revived in their minds, and set home upon their hearts, when 
you are resting in your graves. 
Ad Teach your daughters to despise the character of a vain fop, 


ee and especially a vile debauchee. Whatever pretensions a man 
Reh may make to love, and however ardent his passion, if he at- 
fg tempts the chastity of the object of his affections, he gives the 
Cae 


must unequivocal proof of his want of genuine love. Love is 
a chaste passion, which would by no means injure its object. 

| Perhaps if mothers had given timely instructions on this 
ge head, it might have prevented the ruin of many daughters. 
Young women should be taught to treat young men of bad 
characters with an indiffecence that they will feel if they have 
pre any sense: and on some occasions with a contempt, they will 
} sensibly feel. This is a duty they owe to themselves and toso- 
(is ciety. Nothing in the power of young women, is so well cal- 

 t culated to reform from the vice L have in my eye, or to pre- 
alk vent its spread and prevalence. 

: Much has been said about the education of daughters, and 
attempts made to teach them grammar, geography, philoso- 
phy, &c: in some instances these may properly make a part 
of their education; but should never make the principal part. 
In general it is of more importance in the education of girls, 


BB to teach them how to manage the business of the kitchen, the 
bu parlour, the nursery and the dairy, the duties of subjection 
‘ and obedience to parents, and other superiors, and of respect 
a and kindness to all. They should be also, and especially, 


taught to reverence their maker, seek his favour, thank him 
for his mercies and submit to his government. 

As far as you have ability and shall find occasion, ever be 
ready, especially among your own sex, to bear an honourable 
| testimony in favour of virtue and religion. Never be ashamed 
eh of the gospel of Christ: it is the wisdom of God and the power 

tf of God. I do not mean that you should be fond of displaying 
your talents in religious disputation: but that you show your- 
selves above the frowns or sneers of impiety and infidelity. 
These, should they prevail to a certain degree, would be the 

ruin of your sex and destruction of human nature, 
‘em {If you should suffer reproach for your attachment to the 
cause of religion, submit to it with cheerfulness; and let it 
‘ather strengthen than lessen your attachment. Always pre- 
| fer men of real piety: they are your best friends, and the best 

ws friends of human nature. 

If any of you should be so unhappy as to have husbands, 
oo who neglect family wowhip, and the religious education of 
oa your children, I know this will greatly distress you, unless 
 « you are sinfully careless about these things yourselves: bat 
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let it not sink you into neglect of your duty; but rather stir 
you up to more diligence and faithfulness. 

if you cannot have social worship, in your parlour or your 
chamber, have it in yourcloset. Enter into your closet, take 
your dear little fatherless children with you, spread your own 
case and their’s before the Lord; humbly invoke his name, and 
earnestly implore his grace and blessing on yourselves, your 
families, the church of God and on all mankind. Thus teach 
your children to reverence the God of their fathers, and seek 
the great salvation. 

Now my dear children, with my whole heart I would com- 
mit you to God. May every needed temporal blessing, and 
all the riches ofhis grace rest upon you. § ‘Lhis is the earnest 
desire and prayer of your 

Affectionate Father, 
DAViD RICE. 








A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION, 


Vithin the bounds of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church; and of the General Associations of Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, and Massachusetts Proper, during the last year. 


THE Church of God, that has been bought with the blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, is the most interesting community 
on earth. With its prosperity and happiness, the Triune Je- 
hovah has identified his own henour and glory. A communi- 
ty, so dear to God, and so intimately connected with the high- 
est interests of our fellow men, cannot fail to command the 
best wishes and the fervent prayers of all who feel a genuine 
friendship to the Saviour. *Vis, therefore, that the General 
Assembly, confident that the churches under our care feel a 
deep interest in the cause of Zion, would communicate to them 
asummary view of the state of religion within our bounds, 
and of the churches in connection with us, as shewn from the 
reports presented by the several Presbyteries, and those of 
the General Associations of Connecticut, New Hampshire, 
and Massachusetts. 

We have, perhaps, never, Deaf Brethren, been called to 
address you, when we had fewer causes of mouring and grief 
than at present. But whilst, to a very pleasing extent, be- 

lievers honor their profession by a godly conversation, and 
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sinners pay a decent respect to the external institutions of re. 
ligion; yet, there are many things to deplore. 

That which most tenderly affects our hearts, with respect 
to those, who have publicly professed themselves attached to 
the Divine Saviour, is coldness and formality in their reli- 
gious duties; and too much ofa disposition to conform to the 
fashionable customs and amusements of that portion of the 
community who know not God, and have no love in their 
hearts towards the Lord Jesus Christ. Such professors seem 
to have forgotten that their Divine Master has distinguished 
his people, by calling them the «salt of the earth’? and ¢ the 
light of the world.” A recurrence to the season when first 
they espoused the cause of the Saviour, and a recollection of 
the feelings that then agitated their bosoms, the love that in- 
spired their hearts, will happily serve to arouse them to more 
vigorous action, to increase the ardour of their devotion, and 
to make them feel a more deep and affecting concern, for the 
spiritual and eternal well being of their fellowmen. We 
would most tenderly exhort those » to whom this reproach can, 
in any tneasure attach itself, to remember their first love, and 
to return to it; to recollect with what emotions, on the day of 
their espousal, they gave their whole soul to the Saviour; and 
how they exhorted others to come, and taste his grace and 
feel his coodness. 

in addition to the cause of humiliation to which we have al- 
fuded, we are ander the painful necessity of observing, that 
those gross vices, which have so long been the curse of socie- 
ty. few the disgrace of the humana it icter, still exist, and 
are practised hi many portions of our country. The excessive 
use of ardent spirits. in many places, is yet to be deplored; 
as Well as the profanation of the Name and the Sabbath of 
the Lord. We would however observe with sentiments of the 
most profound gratitude to God, that the presumptuous and 
wanton habit of profane swearing is, to a very happy extent, 
abandoned by almost all classes of the community, who have 
any true respect for themselves. In some places there are 
also those, who waste their health and dissipate their proper- 
ty, and put to hazard the happiest and dearest comforts of 
their families and friends, by devoting themselves to the de- 
moralizing and iniquitous practice of gambling. 

Infidelity, as formerly professed injour country, can scarce- 
ly be said to exist. The Arch Deceiver of our fellowmen ope- 
rates now by more specious means: He leads men to sabstitute 
the name of religion for religion itself; and would make them 
contented with the external habiliments of virtue, with a kind 
of formal religion, not legitimately founded on a knowledge 
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ef the grand and sublime doctrines of the Gospel, whilst they 
are destitute of the power of vital Godliness. Affecting libes 
rality of sentiment—enlarged views—expansive feelings of 
benevolence—and such ideas of the nature and perfections of 
God, as would seem to imply, tiiat sin is rather an infirmity 
than a crime; whilst their hearts are bitterly at enmity with 
the soul humbling and self denying system of the Gospel, 
«© With names of virtue they deceive,” «* and cheat the soul to 
death.*’ Insidiously pursuing their designs, they court the 
darkness and plot against the truth; yet it affords matter of 
congratulation, that it is the promise of Jehovah, when «the 
enemy cometh in Ike a fiood, the Spirit of the Lord” in due 
time, * shall lift up a standard against him.” 

We have the happiness to live in a day, Brethren, when the 
Captain of our Salvation in a distinguishing manner, is mar- 
shalling his mighty host, and preparing for the moral conquest 
of the world. ‘The grand contest that has been so long con- 
ducting, is drawing rapidly towards a termination, that shall 
be infinitely honorable, both to our Glorious leader, and to 
those Who have fought under his banner. Not a finger shall 
be lifted, nor shall a devout aspiration heave the bosom of a 
single son, or daughter of man, to contribute to the advance- 
ment, or plead for the glory of the Kingdom of the Messiah, 
that shall not be met with the smiles, and crowned with the 
blessing of God. ‘Vhis remark is justified by the interesting 
facts that have been presented to the General Assembly, in 
the details of the several Presbyteries. No design has been 
formed, in any part of our bounds, to advance the kingdom 
of Christ, to extend the knowledge of God, and to promote 
the best interest of men, that has not been succeeded with the 
Divine blessing. The prayers of God’s people are scarcely 
uttered, before they are answered, and an effort is scarcely 

made, before it is successful. ‘The experience, which our 
churches have thus had, of the goodness of God, should stim- 
ulate to continued faithfulness and exertion. The rising 
glory of our Zion cannot fail to command our attention, and 
inspire our hearts with gratitude, 

But to what are we to attribute, under God, this happy 
State of things? this animating prospect? To the faithfulness 
of Ministers i in preaching the Gospel, the fervency of their 
prayers, ant the constancy of their labours to promote the 
highest good of their beloved people—To the fidelity, and 
zeal, and charitable exertions, of the professed friends of 
Christ, exhibited in the numerous institutions of Christian 
philanthrophy and benevolence, that have been organized in 
all parts of the United States—And to that spirit of christian 
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liberality with which God has been pleased to inspire men of 


talents and wealth and influence among us, to give of their 
property, and throw the weight of their character into the 
scale of truth, thus advancing this benign system of the Gos- 
pel, which is so happily calculate d to meliorate the mor: ul con- 
dition of man, and to qualify him for usefulness here, and glo- 
ry hereafter. 

It is with peculiar pleasure, that we would inform our dear 
brethren, in different parts of the church, that the Ministers 
of Christ are labouring, with increasing diligence and suc- 
cess, in the common Vineyard of our Master; and that a very 
happy spirit of forbearance, tenderness, and harmony, gene- 
rally prevails. ‘That where the grand and distinguishing 
doctrines of the Gospel, have been most clearly exhibited, 
they have been attended more or less with the divine blessing, 
These doctrines have been—The absolute sovereiznty of God, 
in the controul, and final issne, of every event, both in the 
natural and moral universe—The total moral depravity of the 
human heart—Salvation, by the free and sovereign grace of 
God, exhibited through the infinite righteousness and sacrifi- 
ces of his Son—And the free and unbounded offer of mercy, 
to every 8 euilty descendant of Adam, by which the judgment 
of God in the destruction of the finally impenitent is vin- 
dicated, and their misery and their ruin are chargeable, 
upon their own unwillingness to accept of the merciful provi- 
sion made in the Gospel. These truths have been accompa- 
nied with the divine blessing, and the spirit of God has gra- 
eiously visited many of our Churches and Congre gations, 
with his renewing and consoling influences, eladde ‘ning the 
hearts of the fr iends of the Rede emer, and putting a song of 
praise into the mouth of those who before were strangers and 
enemies. 

it cannot fail to cheer the heart of every friend to religion 
and morals, that without an exception, the reports of the se- 
veral Presbyteries, represent the cause of evangelical trath, 
as attended with a gradual, but uniform success. On almost 
every section of our Church has God been pleased to bestow 
some refreshing showers of grace. And although it does not 
appear, that he has, in any instance, displayed such wonders 
of mercy, as in some former years; yet, we cannot but indulge 
the fond hope, that during the past year, the accessions to the 
Chareh, have, on the whole, been about as numerous as at 
any former period. The great and permanent interests of 
veligion, have undoubtedly, during the last year, been more 
extensively secured and promoted than heretofore. Bat our 
Heavenly Father has not suffered a whole year to pass over 
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ys, without imparting to us some rich tokens of his tender 
regard, by extending to some of our Churches the special in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. The congregations of Bloom- 
field, Pennfield, and Risa, of the Presbytery of Ontario~— 
Prattsburg, of the Presbytery of Bath—Ulysses, of the Pres- 
pytery of Geneva—Bridgwater, Vernon, and Verona, of the 
Presbytery of Oneida—De Kalb, Russel, Blacklake, Stock- 
holm, and Hopkinton of the Presbytery of Champlain—Rall- 
ston, in the Presbytery of Albany—and Aurora, of the Pres- 
bytery of Cayuga, have all of them been visited with more or 
less of the special influences of the Divine Spirit. In the 
Middle, Southern, and Western sections of our Church, we 
notice as places that have been specially visited, Westfield, 
Jersey City, North Hardiston, Newfoundland, Stoney Brook, 
and Long Pond, in the Presbytery of Jersey—Columbia, in 
the Presbytery of New Castle—York and Chester, in the 
Presbytery of Concord—Huron, Florence, Bath and Atwater, 
in the Presbytery of Portage—Waterford, in the Presbytery 
of Eric—several congregations in the Presbytery of Union— 
and Braceville, Sharon, and Geneva, in the Presbytery of 
Grand river. In Percipeny, in Jersey Presbytery, and in 
several congregations in the Presbytery of West Lexington, 
have been gathered to a very pleasing extent, the fruits of 
past revivals. 

In the vicinity of Portage Presbytery, are settled the Mo- 
hawk and Wyandot Indians, on Sandusky river, who have 
been visited by a member of that Presbytery, for the purpose 
of enquiring into their present moral state and condition, and 
ascertaining their views and feelings with respect to chris- 
tianity. ‘The result of this enquiry was highly gratifying, 
inasmuch as the former appeared willing to have schools es- 
tablished among them, and both were extremely anxious to 
be made acquainted with the Gospel. Several among them 
were supposed to have become the hopeful subjects of a change 
of heart. 

In further calling your attention to the prosperity which 
attends the beloved Zion of our God, we cannot but notice 
as a special subject of gratitude to our exalted King, the 
great extent, to which he is pleased to employ, as the instru- 
ments of promoting moral and religious improvement among 
our vast population, by instructing the rising generation, and 
delivering from degradation, and poverty and ruin, the be- 
reaved widow, and the helpless orphan, the pious and bene- 
volent females throughout our bounds. By them were our 
Sabbath schools first fostered and brought into notice, which 
have now become such powerful engines tor the suppression 
ef vice; and in which are so extensively taught, to those whe 
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would have otherwise grown up in ignorance and unrestraiti: 
ed sin, the first principles of that religion, whese motto is, 
‘‘ PEACE ON EARTH AND GOOD WILL TO MEN,” and whiose 
reward is, the eternal blessedness of Heaven. 

The Assembly are happy to learn that Sabbath Schools 
have been formed, in unusual numbers, and with high pro- 
mises of extensive usefulriess, in almost all the Presbyteries 
within our bounds; and would earnestly recommend the or. 
ganization of them in all parts of the United States. We ad- 
vert with much satisfaction, to the schools of this kind esta- 
blished in the cities of New York and Philadelphia, in the 
former of which, from eight to ten thousand, and in the lat- 
ter, and its vicinity, from twelve to fourteen thousand chil- 
dren are instructed on every Lord’s day. ‘T’o these schools, 
together with the catechetical instruction of the children of 
the church, which has heretofore been recommended by the 
Assembly, and is now to a considerable extent practised 
throughout our bounds, are we to Jook as the nurseries, where 
those plants are growing, that shall in future beautify and en- 
rich the flourishing vineyard of our Lord. 

As intimately connected with the subject of catechetical 
instruction, we would recommend to your particular regard, 
the formation of Bible classes, in all our congregations. We 
are happy to learn, that in many parts of our church such 
classes have already been formed, and that they have almost 
uniformly been attended with the blessing of God. — It is an 
encouraging fact on this subject, that many who have united 
with our charch during the last year, acknowledge themselves 
to have derived their first religious impressions, from the in- 
structions received in their Bible classes, 

The Assembly were gratified in being informed that atten- 
tion is paid to the religious instruction of coloured people in 
Sabbath schools, conducted by our young people of both sexes; 
and that this attention to that unhappy portion of our race, 
is not confined to the eastern and middle states, but extends 
to several of the southern states. In this good work, it is 
hoped that those who have already engaged, will persevere, 
and that many more, being sensible of the debt of justice we 
owe to that class of our fellow creatures, will endeavour, by 
imparting to them moral and religious instruction, to rescue 
them from that state of ignorance and vice, to which they 
have been so long reduced. 

The Assembly would farther inform the churches, that the 
African school intended to qualify young persons of colour 
for the Gospel Ministry, which is under the direction of the 
Synod of New York and New Jersey, will probably become 
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nore extended in its operations by the aid of several more 
Synods, which it is presumed will unite with the Synod of 
New York and New Jersey, in this benevolent work. 


The Assembly are also gratified in being able to inform the 
churches, that the Missionary cause is prosecuted with grow- 
ing zeal, and that the great head of the church has been 
pleased to bestow his biessing on the labours of the Mission- 
aries during the last year. Encouraged by the success which 
has attended their exertions, in this most interesting concern, 
we hope that the churches which are blessed with the stated 
means of grace, will continue to show their sympathy for the 
destitute, by an increasing liberality in contributing for the 
support of missionaries. 


In addition to all this, we notice with peculiar pleasure, 
the increase of many associations, the almost universal ob- 
servance of the monthly concert of prayer, and the formation 
of Education and Missionary societies, throughout all our 
bounds. 


From the best information we could obtain on this subject, 
we learn that there are probably three hundred voung men, 
supported by the funds of the several Education societies in 
the United States, in different stages of preparation for the 
Gospel ministry. 

The Missionary Associations of young men throughout our 
bounds, have commanded the attention, and awakened the 
gratitude of the General Assembly. Our Missionary field is 
extremely extensive, and its state of moral culture very low. 
We would mention, as furnishing important stations of Mis- 
sionary labour, and that they may be before the eye of the 
public, the Presbyteries of Niagara, Columbia, Champlain, 
St. Lawrence, Lancaster, Erie, Hanover, Winchester, Por- 
tage, Lexington, Union, and Mississippi. ‘The last mention- 
ed Presbytery includes the whole of the states of Mississippi 
and Louisiana; and among the vast population that is spread 
over this immense territory, there are but ten organized 
Presbyterian congregations, and seven ministers of eur de- 
nomination. Our hearts were tenderly affected, when the 
Commissioner from that Presbytery, after having described 
the forlorn and hapless state of that region closed his narra- 
tive by saying, « Brethren, we solicit your sympathies, your 
prayers, and your assistance.” 

The Mission established by the American Board of Com- 
missioners, for Foreign Missions among the Cherokee and 
Choctaw tribes of Indians, is attended with very flattering 
KK 
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success, and there appears to be among them generally, a 
more than common willingness to receive instruction, and 
hear the Gospel. 

‘The several moral societies that have been formed, are 
producing salutary effects in restraining vice. We notice 
with special satisfaction, the Moral Society of the state of 
New Jersey, which, from the weight of talent and influence 
combined in it, cannot fail to produce the happiest results, 

The Assembly feel themselves under peculiar obligations 
to bless God, that he continues to visit in great mercy, our 
seminaries of learning. From these fountains of science, by 
the blessings of the Highest on the young men who are pre- 
paring for future activity and usefalness, in the church and 
state, are issuing streams that are continually gladdening 
the city of our God. 

And we have particular pleasure in speaking of the distin- 
guished smiles of the great head of the church, upon the The- 
ological Seminary at Princeton, under the care of the Assem- 
bly.—'There have been sixty-seven students trained in this 
Institution during the past year. Of these fifty-six still re- 
main. 

It would be an act of injustice to their pious generosity, to 
withhold from the knowledge of the Church the fact, that 
twenty-eight students have, through the past year, been sup- 
ported at the Seminary, chiefly by the Cent Sogieties under 
the patronage of our benevolent females—May they abun- 
dantly experience the sweetest of all rewards, the realizing of 
their prayers and their charities, in seeing the Heralds of “the 
Cross multiply, until the wilderness shall ‘blossom as the rose, 
and the earth shall be filled with the glory of God. 

By the delegate from Massachusetts, it is put into our pow- 
er to state, that the Theological Seminary at Andover, is in 
prosperous circumstances, and that about one hundred young 
men are preparing in that institution for the Gospel Ministry. 

We hear with pleasure also of the flourishing situation of 
the Institution for the instruction of the Deaf and Dumb at 
Hartford in Connecticut; and that a similar Institution has 
been established in the city of New York, under the very Jib- 
eral patronage of the State Legislature. 

From. the delegates from Connecticut, New Hampshire, and 
Massachusetts, we derive the pleasing intelligence that God 
is carrying on his work in these States with power and suc- 
cess. From fifteen hundred to two thousand persons are sup- 
posed to have been the hopeful subjects of special divine in- 
fluence during the last year, in the counties of Hampshire, 
Franklin, Hampden, and Worcester, in Massachusetts. In 
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Dartmouth College fifty out of one hundred students are hope- 
fully pious, and are prosecuting their studies with a view to 
the Gospel Ministry. Surely, it affords matter of great en- 
couragement to the ministers of Christ, and should excite 
them to increased fidelity and zeal, that the Great Head of the 
Church has been pleased to crown the faithful and evangeli- 
cal labours and teaching of our eastern brethren, with such 
abundant and glorious success. 

Brethren, the Lord is on his way—We hope that the day 
of MILLENIAL BuLEssepNEss begins to break upon the Eas- 
TERN MounTAtns—Soon shall it burst with sPLENDOUR upon 
our WoRLD—Let us see to it, that we stand in our place and 
fill up our day with asefulness and duty—that being « rarra- 
FUL UNTO THE DEATH WE MAY RECEIVE AT LAST A CROWN 
OF LIFE.” 

Published by order of the General Assembly, 
Attest, WILLIAM NEIL, Stated Clerk. 

Philadelphia, May 26, 1819. 
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REVIEW. 


Theology; explained and defended, in a series of Sermons. By 
Timothy Dwight, S. T. D. L. L. D. Late President of Yale 
College. With a memoir of the life of the author. In five 
volumes 8v0. Middletown Conn. Clarkeand Lyman. 1818-19. 


IN reviewing the first volume of this work, we believe we 
inade something like a promise to resume the subject another 
time. ‘The whole is now before us, and we sit down to per- 
form our engagement, with great pleasure. Indeed we know 
not in what way we can provide more substantially for our 
readers, than by giving them some idea, and a few specimens 
of this great work, certainly among the first of the age in 
which we live. Atthe same time, we must observe in justice 
to ourselves as well as the author, that we do not pretend to 
give a complete analysis of the system; but only a brief notice 
of sume points that strike us in reading along. 

In the beginning of the second volume, our author considers 
the source of human depravity, and maintains, that «in con- 
sequence of the apostacy of Adam, all men have sinned.” He 
afterwards more particularly explains his idea to be, «that 
by means of the offence or transgression of Adam, the judgment, 
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or sentence of God, came upon all men unto eondemna. 
tion; because, and solely because, all men, in that state of things 
which was constituted in consequence of the transgression of Adam, 
became sinners, (p. 5.) Now, we must say, this round-about 
phraseology is not exactly to our mind: indeed it seems 
contrived on purpose to exclude the idea of imputed sin, as. 
heid by our best standards and divines. And accordingly, 
our author tells us, that he does not intend to teach that the 
posterity of Adam are guilty of his transgression.” ** Moral 
actions says he, ere not, so far as I can sce, transferable from 
one being to another. ‘The personal act of any agent 
is, im its very nature, the act of that agent solely; and 
and incapable of being participated by any other agent. Of 
course, the guilt of such a personal act is equally incapable 
of being transferred or participated. The guilt is inherent 
in the action; and is attributable therefore to the agent only.” 
(p. 3.) But what does our author mean? Does he merely 
mean, that, as we have not actually eaten the forbiddén fruit, 
we are not personally guilty of Adam’s transgression? This 
is certainly very true; but who says that we are?’ We only 
say, that his transgression is aomputed to us; (of course admit- 
ting that it is not personal,) and so say the scriptures. ‘Thus 
we read, ** by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation.”” And again, « As in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive.” But we are made alive in 
Christ, not by our own personal holiness, (though we have 
the seed of that too.) but by his righteousness imputed. Of 
course we die in Adam in the same way, that is, not merely 
by our personal guilt; but by his trangression imputed. And 
indeed, our author himself, if we understand him, admits that 
the scriptures speak of Adam’s transgression as imputed to 
his descendents; but yet denies that we are implicated in its 
guilt. But really this is a distinction too nice for our facul- 
ties to discern; nor can we see the force of his remarks about 
it. He tells us, to be sure, that AoyGouc the Greek word 
which we translate impute, « denotes originally and always, 
to reckon, to count, to reckon to the account of a man, to charge 
to his account’*—and we accept the explanation—but he adds, 
‘snever to transfer moral action, guilt, or desert from one be- 
ing to another.” (p. 3.) But if we are taught, that the « mor- 
al action’? of Adam is ‘* charged to the account” of his pos- 
terity, and that action was guilty, docs it not follow inevita- 
bly that the guilt is inherent in the action,’’ and is therefore 
imputed along with it. And are we not in fact dealt with in 
the word and providence of God, to all intents and purposes, 
precisely asvif we had individually eaten the forbidden fruit, 
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in our own proper persons. Are we not by nature the children 
of wrath, and under the curse of the law, exactly as Adam was 
aiter his transgr:ssion? Are we notexposed to suffering, death, 
and eternal punishinent, without any hope but in Christ, just 
as he was by his fall? And is not his « moral action’ then, 
his transgression, and its essential guilt, most clearly charg- 
ed to our account? It is true, you may say, this doctrine of 
imputation is hard to be understood; but we must not wrest the 
scriptures tor all, Gur author himself observes well, that the 
truth of a doctrine cannot be affected «*by any inexplicable- 
ness, arising from the eilicient cause, the moral nature or the 
consequences of the fact.” (p. 12.) Nor is the difficulty les- 
gened; but, as we think, rather increased by his view of the 
doctrine; and he frankly owns that he cannot explain it. The 
truth is, we must all admit, there are depths in this subject 
which we cannot fathom; and it only remains for us to follow 
those lights of heaven, that are hung out from above to guide 
ws on our Way. 
In the next sermon our author winds up his discourses on 
the subject of human depravity, with some general remarks, 
by way ofimprovement. And here he takes a wide range in- 
deed, and gives us some of those large views that shew the 
reach of his mind. ‘We quote a single passage as a specimen 
in point. He is observing, that *the fundamental principle 
of moral and political science, so far as man is concerned, is 
his depravity,’ and proceeds: 
ss It will not be questioned, that virtuous and depraved be- 
ings differ from each other radically; nor that the science of 
the one must, of course, differ in its fundamental principles 
from the science of the other. A philosopher might, if pos- 
sessed of competent knowledge, describe exactly the charav- 
ter of an angel, and yet scarcely say any thing, except what 
pertains to a moral being as such, which would be at all ap- 
plicable to the character of man. <A book displaying the 
whole nature and conduct of our first parents, in paradise, 
would contain scarcely any thing descriptive of their apos- 
tate descendants. But all science of this nature is founded in 
facts; and is formed of facts, and the relations which spring 
from them. The first great fact in the science of man is. 
that he is a depraved being. This is the first and fundamen- 
tal fact, because out of it arise, and by it are characterized, 
all his volitions, and all his conduct. Hence every thing per- 
taining to man, is coloured, and qualified, by this part of his 
moral nature; and no description of him can be true, and no 
doctrine sound, or defensible, into which this consideration 
floes not essentially enter. Equally true is it, that no system 
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of regulations can be practically suited to him, or fitted ty 
control his conduct with success, or eflicacy, which is not 
founded on the same principle. 

«From these observations it is evident, that much of what 
is published, and received, as moral and political science, js 
only science falsely so called. It considers man as originally 
a virtuous being; accidentally, and in some small degree, 

‘arped from the path of rectitude, and alwaysready to return 
to it again; deceived, and abused, by insidious and peculiarly 
corrupted individuals; but, left to himself, designing nothing 
beside what is good, and uttering nothing but what is true, 
‘This indeed is a character devoutly to be wished; but the pic- 
ture is Without an original; in the language of painters, a mere 
fancy-piece:” and it would be as easy to find the human char- 
accer ina gryphon of Ariosto, or the sylphs, gnomes, and 
nymphs of Rosicrucius, as in a library filled with this species 
of philososphy. 

«¢ Were these systems to terminate in speculation only, their 
authors might be permitted to dream on without disturbance. 
But unhappily their doctrines are made the fowndation and di- 
rectory of personal conduct, and public administration: Rules of 
private life, municipal laws, and other govermental regula- 
tions, are drawn from these pleasing, but merely hypothetical 
doctrines; and are intended, and expected, actually to control 
men, and their affairs, so as to effectuate good order, peace, 
and prosperity. Here the influence of systems which proceed 
according to this scheme, becomes eminently dangerous, ma- 
lignant, and fatal. All the measures, founded on them, are 
fitted for the inhabitants of some other planet, or the natives 
of fairy land, or the forms which haunt the dreams of a dis- 
tempered fancy, with an incomparably better adaptation than 
for men. Of course, they can never become practical, or use- 
ful, to such beings as really exist in this world, impatient 
ever of necessary restraints, selfish, covetous, proud, envious, 
wrathful, revengeful, lewd, forgétful of God, and hostile to 
each other. Open your eyes on the beings around you; cast 
them back on the annals of history; turn them inward upon 
yourselves; and you will find ample and overwhelming proof 
of the truth of these observations. 

«6On this fundamental folly were formed all those vain, 
empty, miserable systems of policy, which, in a portentous 
succession, deluged republican France in misery and ruin. In 
the treatises, laws, and measures, brought into being in that 
nation, during its late wonderful struggle to become free, the 
people were uniformly declared to be good, honest, virtuous, 
influenced only by the purest motives, and aiming only at the 














REVIEW. 


pest ends. ‘These very people, at the same time, were em- 
ployed jn little else except unceasing plunder, uniform treach- 
ery, the violation of all laws, the utterance of all falshood, 
the murder of their king, nobles, and clergy, and the boundless 
butchery of each other. In a state of immorality, in a pros- 
tration of all principle, at which even this sinful world stood 
aghast, this despicable flattery was continually reiterated, and 
the miserable objects of it very naturally concluded, that, as 
they were praised while they were doing these things, they 
were praised for doing them. Of course they were fixed in 
this conduct beyond recal. Every malignant passion was let 
loose, the reins were thrown upon the neck of every sordid 
appetite; the people became a collection of wild beasts, and 
the country a den of ravage and slaughter. In this situation 
nothing could restrain them but force. The wretches who 
by their songs and incantations had called up the fiends of 
mischief, could not lay them; but became, in an enormous 
and horrid succession, victims of their own spells; and were 
offered up, by hundreds, to the sanguinary Moloch, which 
they had so absurdly and wickedly idolized. 

«¢ Sound and true policy will always consider Man as he is; 
and treat him accordingly. Its measures will be universally 
calculated for depraved beings; and it will, therefore, never 
hesitate to establish every necessary restraint. \i hatever is 
good in man it will regard as the result of wise, careful, efli- 
cacious discipline, realized and blessed by God. Such dis- 
cipline, therefore, it will regularly establish, protect, and en- 
courage. Honest, well-disposed, and orderly citizens,it wil 
protect; the violation of private rights, and the disturbers of 
public peace, it will punish. Nor will its restraints and pun- 
ishments stop, until they have gained in some good measure 
their end.*’—p. 28—S0. 

Upon the great subject of the Divinity of Christ, our au- 
thor’s discourses are able indeed. He sets out with observ- 
ing, very properly, that the whole enquiry concerning the 
character of the Messiah, «is a subject of mere revelation.” 
The question then, is Christ God, is a question about a re- 
cord, which can only be tried by inspection. He, according- 
ly, proceeds to search the Scriptures, and soon presents us 
with an ample collection of authorities, which clearly prove 
the aflirmative. His expositions of the various texts he 
chooses to cite, are often happy in the highest degree. His 
answers too, to the objections of Socinians, and his objections 
to their scheme, are fairly beyond reply. At the same time, 
we admire the spirit of christian candour which shines through 
all his arguments against them. He brings no railing accu- 
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sations, and says nothing which he does not prove. Even hig 
remarks upon the unfairness of their controversial manage. 
ment, have only the natural severity of their truth. We re. 
commend this part of the work to particular attention, just 
quoting a single passage, which scems to give the essence of 
the subject. He is answering the stale objection, that, « the 
doctrine of the Trinity, or of three persons in one God, is 
self-contradictory,’? and justly maintains, that the doctrine 
‘¢ does not involve the existence of three infinite beings; and 
therefore the objection does not affect it.” 

«¢The scriptural account of Jehovah, as received by every 
Trinitarian, is, that He is one perfect existence, underived and 
unlimited; and that this one perfect Existence is in the Scrip. 
twres declared to be, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
ae These, in the usual language of Trinitarians, are styled Per. 
Be ale sons, because, in the Scriptures, the three personal pronouns, 
Richy 4, Thou, and He, are on every proper occasion applied to 












ae them. As this is donc by the Father and the Son, speaking 
| ey Nh to cach other, and of the Holy Ghost; and by the Holy Ghost, 
Bee speaking of the Father and of the Son; we are periectly as- 
Bo ie sured, that this language is in the strictest sense proper, 
fq " Still, no Trinitarian supposes, that the word, Person, conveys 
Bed * an adequate idea of the thing here intended:—much Jess that, 
( wy i when it is applied to God, it denotes the same thing, as when 
a applied to created beings. As the Father, Son, and Holy 
Pts). Ghost are distinguished; some term. generally expressing 
sae this distinction, seems necessary, to those, who would mark 


it, when speaking of the Three together. This term, there- 
fore, warranted in the manner above mentioned, has been 
chosen by Trinitarians, as answering this purpose, so far as 
it can be answered by human language. 

If Tam asked, as f probably shall be, what is the exact 
meaning of the word Person in this case; I answer, that 1 do 
not know. Here the Unitarian usually triumphs over bis 
antagonist. But the triumph is without foundation, or rea- 





ay ‘: son. If Task in return, «* What is the human Soul?” or 
Ae «the human Body?” He is obliged to answer, that he does 
Pat ae not know. If he says, that the soul is Organized Matter, 
tae endowed with the powers of thinking and acting. Lask again, 
bee a what is that Organization? and, What is that Matter? To 
fags these questions he is utterly unable to furnish any answer. 

4 qr) Should he ask again, to what purpose is the admission of 
va the term, if its signification is unknown? I answer; ‘lo what 
eee purpose is the admission of the word Matter, if its significa- 


pe tion is unknown? I further answer, that the term in dispute 
a Ka erves to convey, briefly and conveniently, the things intended 
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by the doctrine; viz. that the Father is God, the Son is 
God, and the Holy Ghost is God; that these are ‘Three in one 
sense, and One in another. ‘The sense, in which they are 
three, and yet one, we do not, and cannot, understand. Still 
we understand the fact; and on this fact depends the truth, 
and meaning, of the whole Scriptural system. If Christ be 
God, he is also a Saviour; if not, there is no intelligible sense, 
in Which he can sustain this title, or the character, which it 
denotes. 

In addition to this, He is -asserted in the Scriptures to be 
God, in every form of expression, and implication, from the 
beginning to the end, as plainly as language can admit; and 
so fully, and variously, that, if we deny these assertions their 
proper force, by denying that he is God, we must, by the same 
mode of construction, deny any thing, and every thing, which 
the Scriptures contain. If the declarations, In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Werd was with God, and the Word was 
God; and Christ who is over all things, God, blessed for ever; 
do not prove Christ to be God; the declaration, In the begin- 
ning God created the heavens and the earth, does not prove, 
that there was a Creation, or that the Creator is God. The 
declaration, All things were made by him, and without him 
was not any thing made which is made, is as full a proof, that 
Christ is the Creator, as that, just quoted from Genesis is, 
that the Creator is God. An admission, or denial, of the one 
ought, therefore, if we would treat the several parts of the 
Bible alike, and preserve any consistency of construction, to 
be accompanied by a similar admission, or denial, of the other. 
Here, then, is a reason for acknowledging Christ to be God, 
of the highest kind, viz. that God has declared this truth in the 
most explicit manner. 

The Mysteriousness of the truth, thus declared, furnishes 
not even a shadow of Reason for either denial, or doubt. That 
God can be One in one sense, and Three in another, is un- 
questionable. Whatever that sense is, if the declaration be 
true; and one, which God has thought it proper to make in 
the Scriptures; and one, therefore, to which he has required 
our belief; it is, of course, a declaration, incalculably impor- 
tant to mankind, and worthy of all acceptation. 

The futility and emptiness of this fundamental objection of 
Unitarians, as applied to the doctrine of the Trinity, is, sus- 
ceptible of an absolute and easy demonstration; notwithstand- 
ing the objection itself claims the character of intuitive cer- 
tainty. It is intuitively certain, or in other language, self- 
evident, that no proposition can be seen to be either true, or 


false, unless the mind possess the ideas, out of which it is 
1, YT, 
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f. rmed, so far as to discern whether they agree, or disagree, 
‘the proposition, asserted by Trinitarians, and denied by Uni. 
i. rtans, is, that God is Tri-personal. 'The ideas, intended by 
the words God, here denoting the infinite Existence; and Tri. 
personal; are not, and cannot be, possessed by any man, 
Neither Trinitarians nor Unitarians therefore, can, - by any 
possible effort of the understanding, discern whether this pro- 
position be true, or false; or whether the ideas, denoted by 
the words Ged and “"ri-personal, agree, or disagree. Until 
this can be done, it is perfectly nugatory, either to assert, or 
deny, th-s proposition, as an object cf intellectual discern. 
ment, or Philosophical inquiry. Where the mind has not 
ideas, it cannot compare them; where it cannot compare them, 
it cannot discern their agreement or disagreement; and of 
course it can form out of them, no proposition, whose truth, 
or falsehood, it can at all perceive. Thus this boasted ob. 
jection is so far from being conclusive, or even formidable; 
that it is wholly without force, or application. 

After all that has been said, it may still be asked: «* Why, 
if this proposition be thus unintelligible, do Trinitarians 
adopt it as an essential part of their creed?”? I answer, * Be- 
cause God has declared it.” Should it be asked, « Of what 
ase is a proposition, thus unintelligible?” I answer, ¢ Of in- 
estimable use;” and this answer F explain in the following 
manner. The unintelligibleness of this doctrine lies in the 
nature of the thing, which it declares, and not in the fact de- 
clared. The nature of the thing declared is absolutely unin- 
telligible; but the factis, in a certain degree, understood with- 
out difficulty. What God is, as One, or as Three in One, is 
perfectly undiscernabie by us. Of the eaistence, thus described, 
we have no conception. But the assertions, that He is One, 
and that He is Three in One, are easily comprehended. ‘The 
propositions, that the Father is God, that the Son is God, that 
the Holy Gost is God; and that these Three are One God; are 
equally inteiligible with the proposition, that there is One God. 
On these propositions, understood as facts, and received on 
the credit of the divine Witness, and not as discerned by men- 
tal speculation, is deperdant the whole system of Christianity. 
—The importance of the doctrine is therefore supreme. 

The utmost amount of all, that can be said against the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, is, that it is mysterious, or ineacplicable. 
A mystery, and a mystery as to its nature wholly inexplica- 
ble, it is Cheerfully acknowledged to be by every Trinitarian: 
but no Trinitarian will, on that account, admit, that it ought 
to be less an object of his belief. Were the faith, or even the 
knewledge, of man usually conversant about objects, which 
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are not mysterious; mysteriousness might, with a better face, 
be objected against the doctrine of the ‘Trinity. But mystery 
envelopes almost all the objects of both. We believe, nay, 
we know, the existence of one God; and are able to prove him 
self-existent, omnipresent, omniscient, almighty, unchangea- 
ble, and eternal. But no more absolute mysteries exist, than 
in the being, nature, and attributes, of God. The Soul of 
Man, the Body of Man, a Vegetable, an Atom, are all sub- 
jects filled with mysteries; and about them all a Child may 
ask questions, which no Philosopher can answer. That God, 

_ therefore, should in his existence involve many mysteries, in- 
explicable by us, is so far from violating, or stumbling, a ra- 
tional faith, that it ought to be presumed. The contrary 
doctrine would be still more mysterious, and far more shock 
a rational mind.” p. 137—40. 

The discourse upon the covenant of redemption, is a clear 
and lucid statement cf a doctrine what we love to hold. « And 
here our author maintains, ** that God the father entered in- 
to a covenant with Christ, in which he promised him, on condi- 
tion that he should become a propitiation, and intercessor, for 
sinners, as a reward for his Jabours and sufferings, the future 
possession of a church, which under her government should 
be glorious and happy forever.” (p. 213.) He then procecds 
to prove, “that this covenant was made from eternity;’ « that. 
it was the basis on which was founded the whole system of 
providential dispensations towards the church; and that 
«the church thus promised to Christ, as the reward of his me- 
diation, is formed of a great multitude of mankind.” In his 
remarks, he gives us the following passage which contains 
the substance of the doctrine. 

‘‘ If the observations, made in the progress of this discourse, 
are just; then it follows by irresistible consequence, that the 
salvation of the righteous, or of all who will be ultimately 
saved, was contemplated, and resolved on, by Gop, from the 
beginning, or from everlasting. It was, also, made the sub- 
ject of a solemn Covenant between the Father and the Son. 
[t was not, therefore, in any sense a thing, which grew out 

of a contingency; according to the scheme of Dr. Price and 
others; a remedy, provided for evils unforeseen; a thing, graft- 
ed upon the fall of man, which they consider as an accident, 
springing out of that liberty of contingency, which they sup- 
pose indispensable to the free volitions of a moral being. St. 
Paul teaches us, that Gop, the Father, created all things by 
Jesus Christ; to the intent, that now unto principalities, and 
powers, in heavenly places might be known by the Church, the 
manifold wisdom of Gon: Accerding te the eternal purpose, 
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which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lore. Here it: is de. 
clared to bea part of the eternal purpose of Gon in Jesus 
Christ, to create all things by him, to the intent that, principal. 
ities and powers might know, by means of the Church, that is, 
by means of his dispensations to the church, the manifold 
wisdom of Gop. Of course, the existence of the Church was 
an essential part of this eternal purpose. Of course also, the 
existence of the church was foreknown, and resolved on, as a 
part of this. purpose. Its existence, ther -efore, Was in No sense 
contingent; in no sense accidental; in no sense dependent on 
car thing, by which it could be prevented. In accordance 
ith this decile ation, St. Paul says, 2'Tim. 1.9, Who hath 
saved us, and called us with an holy cailing, not according to 
our works, but ‘according io his own purpose, and grace, which 
was given us, before the world began. In this passage Chris- 
tians are said to be saved according to the purpose and grace of 
Gop, given lo them, in the sirong "figurative language of the 
Apostle, before the world began; that is, in simpler language, 
resolved on, established for them, given in the counsels of 
Gon; so as to be indefeasible by any subsequent event. ‘Thus 
is this passage explained in the corresponding one of Titus 
Ist and 2nd, In hope of eternal life, which Gon, that cannot lie, 
promised before the world began. Here the grace and salva- 
tion, said in the passages last quoted, to be given, is called 
eternal life, and is declared to be promiseD before the world 
began. ‘The existence of the Church, the eternal life of its 
members, and the grace, by which that life is attained, were 
all pronused before the world began: promised, I apprehend, in 
the Covenant, which we have been contemplating; and plain- 
ly an essential part of the providential system, relating im- 
mediately to the inhabitants of this world.’? p. 216—17. 
The sermons which follow upon the character of Christ, as 
a Prophet, Priest, and King, are all excellent illustrations of 
the word of God. Those upon the doctrine of the atonement, 
particularly, contain able and interesting views of the subject. 
We must beg leave however to differ from our author as_ to 
the eatent of the atonement, which he thinks was made for all 
mankind, as well as for the elect: we believe it was confined 
to the last. And in truth the very word secms cnough to 
prove this. Thus our author himself tells us, «the word, 
atonement, in its original sense, always denotes some amends, 
or satisfaction, for the neglect of some duty, or the commis- 
sion of some fault; a satisfaction, with which, when supposed 
to be complete, the person Injured ought reasonably to be con- 
tented. and to demand of the offender nothing more on account 
of his transgression.” (p. 376.) And again. he says, «in 













































every case of personal, or vicarious, atonement, the services 
rendered must be of such value as to begeme a reasonable, 
and full satisfaction for the injury done; all that justice can 
fairly demand, or render.”’ (p. 377.) But how then can it 
be said, that any atonement has been made for the sins of 
those, who shall die under the curse of the law? We must 
therefore adopt the doctrine of particular redemption. At the 
same time we do not adopt the reasonings by which it is often 
supported. We discard particularly the idea, (a little profane 
to our feelings,) of so much suffering for so much sin. We 
believe that the atonement was of infinite value in its nature, 
and limitable in its extent only by the good pleasure of God. 
But this good pleasure, we think, has in the very deed of 
grace, the covenant of redemption, actually limited its extent 
to the sced. But if the atonement is limited to the elect, our 
author asks how are others guilty in rejecting it? Just upon 
the same principle that they are guilty in rejecting it, if ac- 
cording to his scheme, the atonement is applied only to the 
elect. Human guilt, in the very nature of the thing, must 
always be estimated without reference to the secret decrees 
of grace. Ifthe atonement is sufficient for all men, why do 
not all receive it, as well as the elect? Only because they will 
not. Here lies their guilt, and this is not lessened by the fact, 
that God has limited the ransom to the seed, in the covenant 
ofredemption; any more than by the supposition that he mere- 
ly applies it to them, in the decree of election. After all, the 
question between us, is perhaps rather more a dispute about 
words, than some are willing to admit. For ourselves, though 
we certainly prefer our own view, (which is also that of our 
confession,) we are not disposed to go to war for the point. 
At any rate, we shall readily agree with our author in the fine 
strain of sentiment, with which he closes the subject. 

«‘ The Gospel takes man, where it finds him, in a state of 
sin and ruin, condemned by the law of God to final perdition, 
and incapable of justification, by his own righteousness. In 
this situation, it anneunces to him a Saviour, divinely great 
and glorious, divinely excellent and lovely, assuming his na- 
ture, to become an expiation for his sins; revealing to him the 
way of reconciliation to God; and inviting him to enter it, 
and be saved. The acceptance of this expiation it announces 
from the mouth of God himself. The terms, on which we 
may be reconciled, it discloses with exact precision and per- 
fect clearness; so that he who runs may read; so that beggars 
and children may understand, and accept them. Faith in the 
Redeemer, repentance towards God, and holiness of charac- 
ter,involvethem all. They are terms, reasonable in themselves, 
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easy to us, and productive of incomprehensible good te 
ail who embrace them. ‘To overcome the stubbornness of 
our hearts, Christ has commissioned the Sprrit oF GRACE 
to sanctify us for himself; to draw us wiih the cords of his 
love; to gnide us with his wisdom; to uphold us with his pow- 
er; and to conduct us under his kind providence to the hea- 
wens. In this scheme is contained all that we need, and all 
that we can rationally desire. The way of salvation is here 
becdme a high-way, and way-faring men, though fools, need 
noi err therein. 

The Religion of the Gospel is a religion designed for  szn- 
ners. By the expiation of Christ it opens the brazen door, 
which was for ever barred against their return. Here the 
supreme, and otherwise immoveable, obstacle to the acceptance 
of sinners, is taken away. If sinners were to be accepted, it 
was net possible that this cup should pass from Christ. The 
next great obstacle in the way of their acceptance is found in 
their unholy, disobedient hearts, propense to evil only, and 
continually; and the next, their perpetual exposure to back- 
sliding, and to falling finally away. These obstacles, im- 
moveable, also, by any means on this side of heaven, the Spi- 
rit of grace by his most merciful interference in our behalf 
entirely removes. Man, therefore, in the Gospel finds his 
return from apostacy made possible; made easy; made cer- 
tain; actually begun; steadily carried on in the present world; 
and finally completed in the world to come. 

But no other scheme of religion presents to us even plau- 
sible means of removing these difficulties. Matural religion, 
to which Infidels persuade us to betake ourselves for safety, 
does not even promise us a return to God. Natural religion 
is the religion ef law; of that law, which in the only Tegal lan- 
guage declares to us, Do these thixes, and thou shalt live: but 
the soul, that sinneth, shall die. These things, the things spe- 
cified in the requisitions of the Jaw, we have not done; and 
therefore cannot live. We have sinned, and therefore must 
dic. Ithas been formerly shown, that the law knows no 
condition of acceptance, or justification, but obedience. Con- 
cerning repentance, faith, forgiveness, and reconciliation, 
concerning the sinner’s return to God, and his admission to 
immortal life, the law is silent. Its only sentence, pronounced 
on those who disobey, is a sentence of final condemnation. 

Whatever we may suppose the law to be, we have disobey- 
edits precepts. Nothing has been ever devised, or received, 
by man as a law of God, which all men have not disobeyed. 
Infidels cannot devise such a law, as they will dare to calla 
law of God, and publish to men ander this title, which they 
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themselves, and all other men, have not often disobeyed. 
From the very nature of law, a nature inseparable from its 
existence as a law, disobedience to its precepts must be con- 
demned: and, if nothing interfere to preserve the offender from 
punishment, he must of necessity suffer. To what degree, in 
what modes, through what extent, these sufferings will reach, 
the Infidel cannot conjecture.. To this anguish no end ap- 
pears. Of such anend no arguments can be furnished by 
his mind; no tidings have reached his ear; and no hopes can 
rationally arise in his heart. Death, with all the gloomy 
scenes attendant upon a dying bed, is.to him merely the com- 
mencement of doubt, fear, and sorrow. ‘The grave, to him,* 
is the entrance into a world, of absolute and eternal dark- 
ness. That world, hung round with fear, amazement, and 
despair, overcast with midnight, melancholy with solitude, 
desolate of every hope of real good, opens to him through the 
dreary passage of the grave. Beyond this entrance he sees 
nothing, he knows nothing, be can conjecture nothing, but 
what must fill his heart with alarm, and make his death-bed 
acouch of thorns. With a suspense, searcely less terrible 
than the miseries of damnation itself, his soul lingers over the 
vast and desolate abyss; when, compelled by an unseen, and 
irresistible hand, it plunges into this uncertain and irreversi- 
ble doom, to learn by experience what is the measure of woe, 
destined to reward those, who obey not God, and reject the 
salvation proffered by his Son. 

In such a situation what man, not yet lost to sense and 
thought, not yet convinced, that he has committed the sin 
which cannot be forgiven, would not hail with transport the 
dawn of the Gospel; the clear rising of the Sun of righteous- 
ness; to illumine his path through this melancholy world; to 
dispel the darkness of the grave; to shed a benevolent light 
upon the entrance into eternity, and brighten his passage to 
the heavens? p. 419—21. 
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On the Question, What did Jesus Christ do for us when he 
was on earth? 


«WHAT think ye of Christ?” was an interrogatory put 
by our Lord to some who heard him when personally present 
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in our world. And generally we have heard the complaint 
made by christians that they are prone to entertain too low 
thoughts of their Saviour; that is, that they do not appreciate 
as they ought the favours conferred by him. Yet there seems 
to be a class of men among us, whose prijicipal apprehension 
is that they shall think too highly of the Lord who bought 
them; shall too highly rate their obligations to Jesus Christ. 
And here it seems clear that there can be no religious com- 
munion between them anc christians. For if Christ is not a 
Divine Redeemer, christians are guilty of daily idolatry; and 
if he is, Socinians refuse to render to him that love and honor, 
which as a divine being are justly his due. ‘The subject then 
is not one of barren speculation, but involves some of the 
most important points of christian practice. What we are to 
think of Christ, then is a subject of no small importance, and 
deserves most serious enquiry. We shall be assisted in ob- 
taining a satisfactory answer to this question by looking to 
scripture, and ascertaining what Christ did for us when he 
was on earth. 

To enter fully into this subject, would require a recitation 
of almost the whole evangelical history. But for this there 
can be no occasion. ‘That Jesus Christ sustains the office of 
a prophet, and has afforded the most important instructions, 
whereby his humble disciples grow wise unto salvation, is not 
here a matter of dispute—That he has set us an example, 
which we are bound to imitate, is admitted. Hence it follows 
that we ought to regard with deepest attention his instruc- 
tions, promptly to obey his precepts, and carefully to tread 
in his footsteps. But is this all? We are persuaded that a di- 
ligent perusal of scripture, will Convince a man of unsophis- 
ticated feelings, that Jesus Christ has done much more for his 
people than this. Let the following passages be duly consid- 
ered, and the plain doctrine of them be heartily received. 

Matt. xx. 28. Even as the son of man came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a RANSOM 
for many. | 

A passage precisely parrallel to this occurs in, Mark chap. 
x. Ver. 45. 

John x. 11, 15, 16, 17, 18. I am the good shepherd: the 
good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep—As the Father 
knoweth me, even so l know the Father: and I lay down my 
life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of 
this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. There- 
fore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but [ lay 
it down, and | have power to take it again. 
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Matt. xxvi. 26—28. And as they were eating, Jesus took 
pread, and blessed it, and break it, and gave to the disciples, 
and said, ** take, ext; this is my body.’’ And he took the cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, «drink ye all 
of it; for this is my blood of the New ‘Testament, . which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins. See also Mark xiv. 
94, Luke xxii. 19. 

{sai. lili, 10, 11. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; 
he hath put him to’grief: when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
He shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied: by his 
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he 
shall bear their iniquities. See also Daniel ix. 24—26. Rom. 
iii, 24—-26. Being justified freely by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past; through 
the forbearance of God; to declare, I say, at this. time his 
righteousness; that he might be just, and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus, 

Gal. iii. 13. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us; for it is written, cursed 
is every one that hangeth on a tree. 

2. Cor. v. 21. For he hath made him, who knew no sin, 
to be sin for us; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him. ' . 

Eph. i. 6, 7. He hath made us accepted in the beloved; in 
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins—v. 2. Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweet-smelling savour. 

1. Tim. ii. 6. [Christ Jesus] who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time. 

Tit. ii. 14. Who gave himself for us that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify us unto himself a peculiar 
people zealous of good works. 

_ An hundred other passages of similar import might be quo- 
ted from the New Testament. It is beyond dispute then, that 
according to the scriptures, Jesus Christ by his suffering unto 
death procured for us sinners the most important benefits. If 
human language can convey any definite meaning, we are to 
believe that the death of Christ has an inseparable connection 
with the pardon of our offences; so that by this death and in 
ho other way, a believer is warranted to expect forgiveness. 
Let us iook a little at some of the texts quoted. 
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In Matt. xx. 28. Our Lord says that he came to give hig 
life ransom for many. What is the meaning of the word 


(Avtpov) «endered ransom? It occurs only twice in the New 
‘Tesiament; in this, and in the parallel passage in Mark, It 
is used, however, about twenty times in the Septuagint, and 
signifies redemption, or rather the price of redemption, as in 
Lev. xxv. 24,51. Num. xxxv. 31. This last passage isremarka- 
ble. «« Moreover yeshali take no satisfaction for the life ofa mur. 
derer, whois guilty ofdeath; but heshall surely be put to death.” 
Here, the word is translated satisfaction; and evidently means 
that which was paid in the way of commutation for punish. 
ment. "Fhe word is used in the same sense, Exod. xxi. 30, 
«© If there be laid on him asum of money, then shall he give 
for the ransom of his life, whatever is laid upon him.” In 
Isai. xlv. 13, it is applied to the redemption of captives. God 
by the mouth of his prophet is speaking of Cyrus,” FT have 
raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways; 
he shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives not 
for price nor reward, saith the Lord of Hosts’*. It is used in 
the same way by Josephus. Ant. book xiv. ch. 14. The pas- 
sage is thus translated, «* Herod not Knowing what had hap- 
pened to his brother hastened to redeem him from the enemy, 
and was willing to pay for his ransom a sum of money, to the 
amount of three hundred talents.”” Demosthenes applies it 
in a manner precisely similar; Orat. Cont. Nicostratum, 
Hesychius says that Autpa (the plural of the original word 
vccurring in Matt.) are all those things which are given for 
the recovery of men. Eustathius on the Iliad remarks, that 
the gifts made for the recovery of men from captivity are 


called Avtpa. Authorities might be multiplied to any extent. 
We are warranted then in affirming that the word, in its di- 
rect and proper signification, designates the price of redemp- 
tion, whether from slavery or death. When therefore Jesus 
Christ affirms that he came to give his life a ransom for many, 
we are clearly to understand that in giving his life, or in suf- 
fering death, he paid a redemption price for us. This subject 
is illustrated by the words of our Saviour, in the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper. He declares that his blood was shed for 
the remission of sins. Let this declaration be considered in 
connection with that which assures us; «He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life; but he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life;?’? and we cannot but admit that, accor- 
ding to the scriptures, believers are pardoned on account of 
the sufferings of Jesus Christ. Is it not wonderful that any, 
who profess to believe the Bible, with the words of Christ 
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efore them, in which he says that he came to give his life a 
redemption price for many, and that his blood was shed for 
the remission of sins, should affirm that he died only that he 
might set an example to his followers, or that he might give a 
martyr’s testimony to his doctrines? 

The next passage to which we particularly advert is thatin 
Rom. iii. 24—26.” Being justified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, &c. Here 
the inquiry is, what is the true meaning of the word render- 
ed propitiation (in Greek [Aaorepioy)—It is derived from @ 
verb which signifies to propitiate, to pardon, to exprate; 
and in the passive form, to be rendered propitious. Hence 
the direct and proper signification of the word is, that 
which has the efficacy of expiating, of rendering propitious. 
And as the word is an adjective, it is a question with what 
substantive does it agree, in the passage. Some critics of 
great note suppose that Ovuua, a sacrifice, is understood: so 
that it ought to be rendered. « Whom God hath set forth as 
a propitiatory sacrifice, &c. The etymology of the werd and 
its general usage in Greek, support this interpretation; and 
for ourselves, we see no strong objection against it. Admit. 
it to be correct, and it is impossible to find language more 
strongly to convey the idea that Jesus Christ suffered in the 
stead of sinners, and by his sufferings made an expiation of 
their sins; such an expiation as justice demanded, so that 
« God can be juat and the justifier of him that believeth in 
Jesus.” 

But it ought to be observed that this word occurs only twice 
inthe New Testament, and that in the other passage, Heb. 
ix. 5. it is translated Mercy-seat. It is also used twenty or 
thirty times in the Septuagint, and, almost always, in the 
same sense. Exod. xxv. 10—22, «¢ And they shall make an 
ark of shittim-wood: two cubits and a half shall be the length 
thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cu- 
bit and a half the height thereof.—And thou shalt overlay it 
with pure gold: within and without shalt thou overlay it, and 
shalt make upon it a crown of gold round about.—And thou 
shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put them in the four 
corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the one side of it, 
and two rings in the other side of it.—And thou shalt make 
staves of shittim-wood, and overlay them with gold.—And 
thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, 
that the ark may be borne with them.—The staves shall be in 
the rings of the ark; they shall not be taken from it.-<And 
thou shalt put into the ark the testimony, which I shall give 
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thee.—And thoushalt make a mercy-seat of pure gold: two cu. 
bits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half 
the breadth thereof.—And thou shalt make two cherubims 9 
gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends 
of the mercy-seat.—And make one cherub on the one end, and 
the other cherub on the other end; even of the mercy-seat 
shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof.—Anq 
the cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, cover. 
ing the mercy-seat with their wings, and their faces shall 
took one to another; toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of 
the cherubims be.—And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above 
upon the ark; and inthe ark thou shalt put the testimony that 
I shall give thee.—And there I will meet with thee from above 
the mercy-seat, from between the two cherubims which are 
upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which I will give 
thee in commandment to the children of Israel.’ 

The English word mercy-seat is a translation of the He- 
brew FD covering, from 455 to cover, and frequently, 
to expiate, from the idea that expiation covers or obliterates 
sin. Why this word should be rendered by a Greck term, 
signifying expiatory, or having the efficacy of expiating may 
be understood by adverting to the use of the ark, and the cov- 
ering of the ark, which was thus designated. ‘The ark was 
principally used for preserving the two tables of the covenant; 
and was closed or covered by the mercy-seat. Here was the 
symbol of the divine presence. On it, and before it, the priest 
was to sprinkle the blood of the expiatory sacrifices, on the 
great day of atonement. And here God promised to meet and 
commune with his people. As the mercy-seat then was a 
covering to the law; and as there, expiatory offerings were 
made, and God manifested his presence, and showed his favour, 
the word [Aaorepioy, expiatory, was well applied to it, And 
this application shows the meaning of the apostle, when he 
says, that God hath set forth Christ as ILASTERION, a propi- 
atory covering through faith in his blood. Here is the true 
mercy-seat, and here the great expiation was made of the sins 
of men. This interpretation, then, brings us to the same con- 
clusion with the other; and we may affirm that Christ died for 
our sins: in other words, he died to make such satisfaction to 
divine justice, that God might be just, and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus. 

In connection with this text, we may advantageously con- 
sider that in 2. Cor. v. 21. «For he hath made him, who 
knew no sin, to be sin for us; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” 
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tn the clause, to be sin for ws, the word translated sin is, in 


Greek, auaptia; and its signification is of great importance 
jn the passage. Its uses are various. ‘The primary signifi- 
cation is, wandering from a mark, or turning from a straight 
ath: hence, it is ordinarily used to signify sin, and not un- 
frequently the punishment of sin. And hence again, it is put 
for that which bears the punishment of sin. It is thus = 
by the Septuagint in the following passages. Levit, iv. 2 
« And he shall carry forth the bullock without the camp, a 
burn him as he burned the first bullock: it is a sin-offering 
for the congregation: ver.25, And the pricst shall take of 
the sin-offering with his finger, &c. ver. 34, we have the same 
form of expression. Compare with these, verses 8, 20, and 
29. ‘Vhereader who understands the original will see that 
the word, in these passages, which is translated a sin-offeri ing, 
is the same with that in 2 Cor. v. 21, which is Pry ty sin. 
Other instances of this usage occur in Lev. v. 9, 12, vi. 25.— 
In the epistle to the Hebrews, ix. 28, we find a similar use of 
the passage, ** So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many, and to them that look for him he shall appear the se- 
cond time, without sin, (that is without being made an offer- 
ing for sin,) unto salvation.” It is reinarked by Parkhurst 
that this manner of expression exactly corresponds to the He- 
brew, where the sin and the sin-offeriis is denoted by the 
same word. Let the reader now turn to the fifty third chap- 
ter of Isajah, and compare the various passages cited above, 
with the prediction of the prophet respecting that person who 
is designated as the Arm of the Lord, and he will see that we 
are justified in rendering the part of scripture under consider- 
ation thus, *«* He made him who knew no sin, to be an offer- 
ing to bear the punishment of sin, or, a sin offering, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him.”’ 

On the whole view of this subject, it appears abundantly 
clear to us, that Jesus Christ, when on earth, made an 
atonement for the sins of men; and that it is by virtue of his 
vicarious sufferings, that believers in him are pardoned. We 
state this as a historical fact, which seems to -be as clearly 
announced in scripture, as any fact can be in words. God 
has thus informed us, in what way it is his determination to 
forgive sin; and has given to tie awakened sinner the strong- 
est assurance that all penitent believers shall be pardoned. 
It is thus that the gospel shews its adaptation to the wants of 
man, and is, in truth, glad tidings of great joy. But if Christ 
were a mere man, he was a sinner; for ** We are conceived 
in sin and brought forth in iniquity; of course it was impos- 
sible for him to make atonement fer the sins of men. They 
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who reject the Deity of our Saviour, are consistent in reject- 
ing the doctrine of Atonement; but, then. how great a part of 
the gospel do they reject? And how flatly do they contradict 
the words of Christ and his apostles? [xtirpate this doctrine 
from the New Testament, with all its connections and depens 
dencies, and what would the gospel be to us?) We. venture to 
say that it would be fraught with despair. The pure and 
heavenly system of morality which it unfolds; would only 
serve to show our depravity of heart and rebellion in conduct, 
in amore glaring light; while the immortality of which it 
assures as, would be creaded as our highest curse. But while 
we believe that through the infinite mercy of God « We are 
made accepted in the Beloved,”? we will rejoice in the gospel 
as suited to our fallen condition; and in that Saviour, «* who 
hath loved us, and given himself for us, and washed us from 


our sins in his own blood.” 


In our next we shall enquire into the direct evidences af- 
forded in Scripture, concerning the nature of Christ. 
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‘THE RICHMOND SUNDAY 8CHOOL UNION. 


We take a deep interest in all that 
éoncerns Sabbath Schools; and, with 
grateful wonder, contemplate their 
astonishing progress within the last 
twelve or fifteen years. ‘ircir in- 
stitution will form a new epoch in 
the history of the church. Already 
they constitute one of the most ex- 
tensive, the cheapest, and most effi- 
cient means in that vast scheme of 
christian charity, which is now exe- 
cuting in the world. It is probable 
that, at this time, nearly one million 
of children are receiving instruction 
in these seminaries of morality and 
religion. And of these, multitudes, 
but for this noble establishment, 
would have grown up in utter igno- 
rance and profligacy. The next ge- 
neration will witness the beneficial 
eifects of this system; and a demon- 
stration on a large scale, will be af- 
forded, of the value ofan early reli- 
gious education 


We have not time, now, to enter 
into a detail of the advantages alrea- 
dy derived from these schools. One 
delightful instance, however, which 
has recently come to our knowledge 
must not be suppressed. The cele- 
brated Morrison, the famous Mission- 
ary, who has translated the scriptures 
into the language of China, and pub- 
lished a grammar and dictionary in 
Chinese, was once a scholar in 3 
Sunday school, and received his first 
religious impressions, and the bias of 
his mind, to works of christian bene- 
volence, in one of these humble seats 
of learning. And this man is now dis- 
pensing the blessings of the gospel 
to millions of heathen! How intimate- 
ly are events, apparently trivial, con- 
nected with the Preatest and most 
“salutary revolutions in the world! 

It deserves remark too, that great 





numbers of the first pupils, are now 
4 well qualified and effieient instryt: 












‘érs in Sabbath schools. Thus, they 
who would, without these institu- 
tions, have been, by this time, pre- 
pared for every crime, are employed 
in doing good; are really and truly 
benefactors to society. 

To turn from these general views 
to things nearer home—We notice 
with singular gratification the in- 
creasing zeal and interest in relation 
to Sabbath schools in Virginia. Al- 
most every week we hear of the es- 
tablishment of one or more, in some 
neighbouring county. It is a matter 
of regret, that more definite infor- 
mation cannot be received; and that 
the pious and benevolent will not 
take measures to concentrate the in- 
teresting intelligence, which events 
among us afford. Each individual, 
when he has any thing to commnni- 
cate, writes to a distant acquaintance 
to the south or the north, and there 
is no combination of resources, or 
counsels, or interests here. We re- 
gret this, only because, acting in this 
desultory way, we shall accomplish 
less than if we were acting with the 
force of united exertion. There will, 
however; we hope, be a change in 
these things, and in process of time, 
we shall act more in concert. «This 
remark has been suggested, by the 
growing prosperity of the Sunday 
school union of Richmond. We have 
been favoured with the last quarter- 
ly report of this association, and have 
been highly gratified to observe that, 
although it is small compared with 
many others, it is increasing; and 
that with this, there is an increase 
in the zeal of the meritorious indivi- 
duals engaged in it. 

The Richmond Sunday School 
Union, at present, consists of Pres- 
byterians and Methodists; the other 
societies of christians choosing to 
conduct their schools separately. In 
this union there are four schools, five 
superintendants, four secretaries, and 
sixty one teachers. They have un- 
der their care about 640 scholars of 
all ages, from five or six to eighteen 
or twenty years. Most of these young 
persons were lately employing their 
Sabbaths in roaming through the 
streets and adjoining country, doing 
mischief, and forming evil habits; but 
now, they are taught te read, and are 
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instructed to fear and love God, te 
honour their parents, to love their 
brothers and sisters, to reverence 


their superiors, be kind to their 


equals, to hate lying and speak the 
truth, and to be neat and clean in 
their persons, and to attend public 
worship withdecorum. At the same 
time, no efforts whatever are made 
to inculcate the peculiarities of a 
sect. The common doctrines of 
christianity are taught, and the chil- 
dren are accustomed to see the mem- 
bers of the two societies acting to- 
gether in the utmost harmony ant 
brotherly love. 

The superintendants of the several 
schools, in their quarterly reports, 
give very satisfactory testimony of 
the general fidelity and zeal of the 
teachers, and improvement of the 
scholars. 

The superintendant of school No. 
1. mentions a boy who during the 
last quarter, committed to memory 
264 verses in the Bible; the whole 
scriptural catechism consisting of 
thirty-five lessons; the Lord’s pray- 
er, the creed, and the ten command- 
ments—And another of nine years 
old, who learned in one week thir- 
teen lessons in the catechism. 

The superintendant of school No. 
2, states that there had been recited 
by memory during the last quarter, 
2451 verses from the Bible, 6216 an- 
swers to the questions in Emerson’s 
primer, 272 answers in the Familiar 
catechism, 3338 answers to Cum- 
ming’s questions on the historical 
parts of the New ‘Testament, and 
2520 verses of select hymns 

He also makes the gratifying state- 
ment, that two who had been pupils, 
are now active and useful teachers 
in this school. 

The school No. 3, which for some 
time lingered in a sort of dubious ex- 
istence between life and death, and 
at the last report had registered only 
59 learners, is now increased to the 
number of 156, and notwithstanding 
several untoward circumstances, has 
an average regular attendance of 76 
scholars. Very satisfactory evidence 
is given of the improvement made in 
this school, and of unwearied perse- 
verance and zeal in those who manage 
its details. 
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School No. 4, has been recently 
opened in the town of Manchester, 
under very auspicious circumstances. 
It has been in operation only three 
or four Sabbaths; and already, there 
are fully fifty scholars. 

It is worthy of notice that, among 
the officers of the union, there is at- 
tached to each school what is called 


«<A committee for visiting absentees.”’ | 
The members of these committees | 
that would be published, would ex. 


perform a double service of love. Of 
this some idea may be formed from 


the tollowing extract from one of | 


their reports. * May 23rd. The com- 
mittee called on thirteen absentees, 
and visited a number of other fami- 
lies. They were conducted to a ha- 
bitation of poverty which almost ex- 
ceeds belief. Here they found; what 
they often find, a poor widow without 
a bible. This person had never heard 
of a Bible society. 

The committee are more and more 
convinced of the importance of cir- 
culating Religious Tracts, among the 
destitute. They are often the means 
of arresting the attention of parents 
and children, when all other expedi- 
ents fail. A manto whom the Swear- 
er’s prayer was given, asked with 
some degree of seriousness, if he 
could be furnished with a Tract, that 
would tell him how his sins might be 
forgiven’ He was presented with a 
sermon by the Rev. Andrew Fuller, 
on these words, “Sirs, what must I 
do to be saved?”—Found several 
persons with families, who could not 
read, and encouraged them to come 
to the Sunday school.” 

We would here offer one or two 
suggestions for consideration. 

‘1. Is it not unspeakably desirable 
that Sabbath schools should be esta- 
blished through the whole country— 
wil they not generate and increase 
a spirit of improvement in the best 
things; and at the same time prevent 
the forming of those habits which are 
most opposed to the true interests of 
individuals and of society? 
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2. Would it not be well for a géenés 
ral union and co-operation -to take 
place not only of the schdolsin Rich. 
mond, but in all the country connect. 
ed with Richmond? The advantages 
of this measure would be numerous. 
A depository. of Sunday school books 
might then be established, and sup. 
plies could be easily obtained. The 
general correspondence that would, 
in this case, be carried on, the reports 


cite amuch deeper interest in the 
subject, and the intelligence and zeal 
of the united community would be 
brought to bear on this important 
business. And now is the time for 
this measure. The enterprize and 
benevolence of individuals have ex- 
cited considerable interest already in 
many parts of the country, and, as 
was before remarked, new schools 
are frequently established. The 
greater facility that is found in this 
work, the greater certainty have we, 
that it will be pursued. 


A friend has just informed us, that 
in the county of Goochland and on 
its borders, there are now five schools, 
containing at least two hundred scho- 
lars; and that it has been proposed 
that all these should, at once, become 
members of the Union. We know 
that they would be joyfully received. 
If any other school should approve of 
the plan, its superintendant may com- 
municate with the Editor; and he as- 
sures them that their communications 
shall receive prompt attention. 


We cannot conclude without ex- 


pressing our high approbation of the 
benevolence and public spirit of those 


| who spend their Sabbaths in instruc- 


ting the ignorant, and training them 


up for usefulness in life, and happi- 


ness in heaven. They deserve more 
than a civic crown; and they will re- 
ceive more; for “ they that turn ma- 
ny to righteousness shall shine as 
stars in the firmament forever and 
ever.” 


—_—g———- 


To Correspondents.—C. and A Reader, have been received. 
We hope to present our readers with a considerable mass of Religious 


intelligence next month. 


Erratum.—No. LY. 
church in Lynchburg. 


pa. 189. Rev. John I. Lee, is pastor of a Barrist 
We had, through mistake, made him a Methodist. 





